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CITY OF BALTIMORE
COUNCIL BILL 22-0210
(First Reader)

Introduced by: Councilmember Stokes, Middleton, Porter, McCray
Introduced and read first time: March 21, 2022
Assigned to: Committee of the Whole

REFERRED TO THE FOLLOWING AGENCIES: City Solicitor, Department of Housing and Community
Development, Environmental Control Board, Baltimore City Fire Department, Mayor’s Office of
Performance and Innovation, Department of Planning, Department of Public Works, Baltimore
City Police Department

A BILL ENTITLED
AN ORDINANCE concerning
Blight Elimination Task Force — Establishment
FOR the purpose of establishing the Baltimore City Blight Elimination Task Force and its
members; setting forth certain duties of the Task Force; requiring an annual report; defining

certain terms; and generally relating to the elimination of blight in Baltimore City.

BY adding

Article 13 - Housing and Urban Renewal

Sections 2C-1 through 2C-6, to be under the new subtitle designation,
“Subtitle 2C. Blight Elimination Task Force”

Baltimore City Code

(Edition 2000)

SECTION 1. BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF BALTIMORE, That the
Laws of Baltimore City read as follows:

Baltimore City Code
Article 13. Housing and Urban Renewal
SUBTITLE 2C. BLIGHT ELIMINATION TASK FORCE
§ 2C-1. ESTABLISHMENT.

THERE IS A BALTIMORE CITY BLIGHT ELIMINATION TASK FORCE IN THE DEPARTMENT OF
HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT.

§ 2C-2. COMPOSITION.
(A) IN GENERAL.

(1) THE TASK FORCE COMPRISES 26 MEMBERS.

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS indicate matter added to existing law.
[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from existing law.
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Council Bill 22-0210

(2) OF THESE:

(I) 14 MEMBERS ARE APPOINTED BY THE MAYOR IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARTICLE
IV, § 6 OF THE BALTIMORE CITY CHARTER; AND

(I1) 12 MEMBERS ARE EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS.
(B) APPOINTED MEMBERS.

1 MEMBER MUST BE APPOINTED FROM EACH OF THE 14 COUNCIL DISTRICTS AND
NOMINATED BY THE COUNCILMEMBER REPRESENTING THAT DISTRICT.

(C) EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS..
THE EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS ARE:
(1) THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR OR THE ADMINISTRATOR’S DESIGNEE;
(2) THE DIRECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING OR THE DIRECTOR’S DESIGNEE;

(3) THE COMMISSIONER OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT OR THE COMMISSIONER’S DESIGNEE; AND

(4) 1 REPRESENTATIVE EACH FROM THE:

(I)  OFFICE OF REAL ESTATE DEVELOPMENT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT;

(1)  HOUSING CODE ENFORCEMENT DIVISION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT;

(1) LAND USE & URBAN DESIGN DIVISION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
PLANNING;

(Iv) SOLID WASTE BUREAU OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS;

(V) ENVIRONMENTAL INSPECTION SERVICES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
HEALTH;

(VI) MAYOR’S OFFICE OF PERFORMANCE AND INNOVATION OR ITS SUCCESSOR
ENTITY;

(Vi) OPERATIONS BUREAU OF THE BALTIMORE CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT;
(Vi) OPERATIONS BUREAU OF THE BALTIMORE CITY FIRE DEPARTMENT; AND

(IX) BOARD OF LIQUOR LICENSE COMMISSIONERS FOR BALTIMORE CITY.
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Council Bill 22-0210

§ 2C-3. TERMS; ORGANIZATION.
(A) TERMS.
MEMBERS SERVE FOR 4 YEARS, CONCURRENT WITH THE MAYOR’S TERM OF OFFICE.
(B) COMPENSATION.
MEMBERS SERVE ON THE TASK FORCE WITHOUT COMPENSATION.
(C) VACANCIES.
(1) AT THE END OF A TERM, A MEMBER SERVES UNTIL A SUCCESSOR IS SELECTED.

(2) A MEMBER WHO IS SELECTED AFTER A TERM HAS BEGUN SERVES FOR THE REST OF THE
TERM AND UNTIL A SUCCESSOR IS SELECTED.

(D) TASK FORCE CO-CHAIRS.

THE TASK FORCE SHALL ELECT 2 OF ITS MEMBERS TO SERVE AS THE TASK FORCE’S
CO-CHAIRS, AS FOLLOWS:

(1) 1 CO-CHAIR SHALL BE ELECTED FROM AMONG THE APPOINTED MEMBERS OF THE
TASK FORCE; AND

(2) 1 CO-CHAIR SHALL BE ELECTED FROM AMONG THE EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS OF THE
TASK FORCE.

(E) MEETINGS; QUORUM.

(1) THE TASK FORCE SHALL MEET NOT LESS THAN ONCE EVERY QUARTER WHEN 1 OR
BOTH OF THE CO-CHAIRS CALL A MEETING;

(2) THE TASK FORCE SHALL DEVELOP SPECIFIC BLIGHT ELIMINATION PLANS WITH
PERFORMANCE METRICS TO DETERMINE PROGRESS AND ENSURE COMPLIANCE.

(3) AT EACH MEETING EACH EX-OFFICIO MEMBER OF THE TASK FORCE SHALL DELIVER A
STATUS REPORT ON THE COMPLETION OF BLIGHT ELIMINATION PLAN ITEMS AND ON
PERFORMANCE METRICS.

(4) A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS OF THE TASK FORCE CONSTITUTES A QUORUM FOR THE
TRANSACTION OF BUSINESS, AND AN AFFIRMATIVE VOTE BY THE MAJORITY OF A
QUORUM IS SUFFICIENT FOR ANY OFFICIAL ACTION.
§ 2C-4. STAFF.

THE DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT SHALL PROVIDE ADEQUATE
STAFF FOR THE TASK FORCE TO CARRY OUT ITS DUTIES.
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§ 2C-5. DUTIES.
THE TASK FORCE SHALL:
(1) SELECT BLIGHTED AREAS FOR REMEDIATION;

(2) DIRECT CITY RESOURCES, AS CONTROLLED BY THE UNITS OF CITY GOVERNMENT
REPRESENTED ON THE TASK FORCE, TO REMEDIATE BLIGHTED AREAS UNTIL SUCH
RESOURCES ARE NO LONGER NECESSARY;

(3) WORK WITH THE MAYOR’S OFFICE OF PERFORMANCE AND INNOVATION TO ESTABLISH
METRICS TO EVALUATE AND ASSESS THE PROGRESS OF THE TASK FORCE AND ITS
EFFORTS;

(4) ENSURE THAT INSPECTIONS PERFORMED BY DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT EMPLOYEES ARE CONDUCTED AND THAT APPROPRIATE
ENFORCEMENT ACTIONS ARE TAKEN;

(5) COORDINATE THE REMOVAL OF ALL SOLID WASTE AND THE BOARDING UP OF VACANT
STRUCTURES;

(6) ENSURE THAT ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH INSPECTIONS ARE CONDUCTED AND THAT
APPROPRIATE ENFORCEMENT ACTIONS ARE TAKEN;

(7) IDENTIFY OPPORTUNITIES TO REDUCE THE OCCURRENCE OF PUBLIC NUISANCES, AS
DEFINED IN ARTICLE 19, SUBTITLE 43 {*“PUBLIC NUISANCES”}, IN BLIGHTED AREAS;

(8) ENSURE THAT PROPERTIES LOCATED WITHIN BLIGHTED AREAS ARE INSPECTED TO
IDENTIFY SAFETY HAZARDS;

(9) ENSURE THAT PROPERTIES WHERE BUSINESSES OPERATE WITH A LIQUOR LICENSE ARE
INSPECTED ANNUALLY; AND

(10) PERFORM ANY OTHER DUTIES AS REQUIRED BY THE COMMISSIONER OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT.

§ 2C-6. ANNUAL REPORT.

ON OR BEFORE JUNE 30 OF EACH YEAR, UTILIZING EVALUATION AND ASSESSMENT METRICS
ESTABLISHED UNDER § 2C-5(3) OF THIS SUBTITLE, THE TASK FORCE SHALL SUBMIT A REPORT
TO THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL DETAILING TASK FORCE ACTIONS OVER THE COURSE OF
THE PAST YEAR AND RELATED OUTCOMES.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That this Ordinance takes effect on the 30" day
after the date it is enacted.

dIr22-0862(3)~1st/22Mar22 4
art13/22-0210~1st Reader/bg:bg - -



