CITY OF BALTIMORE DEPARTMENT OF LAW
STEPHANIE RAWLINGS-BLAKE, Mayor ?(ioé?f}g“NILSON‘ City Solicitor

Baltimore, Maryland 21202

March 29, 2011

The Honorable President and Members

of the Baltimore City Council t
Atm: Karen Randle, Executive Secretary =5
Room 409, City Hall '
109 N. Holliday Street
Baltimore, Marytand 21202

Re:  Citv Ceuncil Bill 10-0478 Zoning - Multi-purpose Neighborhcod
Center

aoar President and City Council Members:

The Law De‘par‘rnmn has reviewed City Council Bill 10-0478 ‘or form and legel
cuciency. The bil! would change the definition of a “mulni-purpose negnbernood cener T n
the City’s Zoning Code to exclude rooming houses, resming units. service centers, housing
centers. and boarding facilities or transitional heusing for 20 ¢r morz neopie. The resulting
impast on the code Is unciew and contusing.

This change appears to preclude certain facilitics rrom seeking a conditional use mrrnf

as a multi-purpose nelgl‘bornood center for certain zoning areas. See, €.8., Zoning Code, §%4-
203 (R-1); 5-204 (C-R}); - 206 (B-1). The mianner :n which the bill does this, however, 18
LontL.smE.‘ Of the three “exclusions” in ‘the bill, Reoming Houses and Service and Housing
Ceaters are already separate uses under the code, while the use described in the third exclusion is
pot defined in either the bill or the code. To the extent the bl intends to prevent the grant of a
mi.tli*is}n'a" UNC P 'rml* to any multi-purpose neighborheod center wwith residential services. 1t
Gaes w0 incompietely, 1f at all. The bill makes it unclear whether facilitics that provide both
residential and non- resu*crma' services would be per'miued in a particular zoning district. in
addrtion, it is unclear now thiz bili will impact the ability o1 certan types of transitional housing
t5 locate m residential districts, in g neral. Alihcugh this (hange will not operate rewroactively *L
void anv ptwlouely issucd conditione! use permit fo1 a muiti-purpese nelgnbf\rh\md center, 1! 15
uoscertain if any futur€ expansion of change in such a con \ditional use to include a residental
component will be.allowed if the existing ¢ onditional use is in an area that would have permi 1tec
the .Lmun.mi compor ent.” A statute must be ‘sufficiently expiicit ‘to 1r’ff)rrr‘ those who are

‘81
subjoct tor it what ¢ congin i ON then nart will render them ‘iable o its pf‘ﬁ:ﬂ ies,” otherwiss the

enacts ‘kui is void-for-Vagueness. MeFariin \"'S:f.z!c. 496 Mc. 391, —H(l-.‘l 2009)(citations
u.nﬂlw; Aa"aq(,h« the Law Dcr*a"v'nmf it unab'e to approve this bill tor form and legal

\% e*y ruly \n,uas
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