The Hanlon Improvement Association, Inc. requests the posthumous dedication of the playground at Hanlon Park, 2900 Gwynns Falls Parkway, in honor of Mrs. Ruby K. Couch, longstanding community leader, known as the “Matriarch of Hanlon.”

For 66 years, Mrs. Couch served as a committed steward of the community.  A founding member of the Hanlon Improvement Association, Inc. (HIA, Inc.) and past President, Mrs. Couch worked tirelessly to create a cohesive neighborhood, committed to the solid core values of volunteerism, social and environmental justice, and community engagement. She extended herself to every audience to influence, with a particular affinity for the youth. Having served as a Cub Scout Den Mother, little league baseball coach, and co-founder of the Mondawmin Child Study Group, she dedicated her talents to improving the lives of children through sound fitness and academic discipline. Her commitment to Hilton Elementary School and the students resulted in activities such as “Hands Around Hilton,” HIA’s sponsorship of two buses of children to see “The Nutcracker,” and greening and environmental projects to improve the façade of the school. She invested countless hours in afterschool programs and was often seen in the main lobby mentoring students while increasing membership in the HIA.

In addition to the Hanlon community, Mrs. Couch committed herself to the goals of other organizations, and her various memberships allowed her to use her powerful and eloquent voice to influence others. As a lifetime Morgan Alumni as well as member of the NAACP, Urban League, Women’s Power, Women’s Voter League, and Boomers Plus Book Club, Mrs. Couch inspired countless others to focus on our youth, understand the importance of the ballot, and commit to community service. 

In Hanlon, she worked closely with fellow neighborhood icons like Victorine Adams, Erla McKinnon, and Earl Koger to increase voter registration, advance education, and change outcomes for the most vulnerable and underserved. A woman of tremendous courage, Mrs. Couch marched with the community to protest racial injustices, and, one year before she passed, proudly held her "Black Lives Matter" sign on the anniversary of the 1963 March on Washington, on Gwynns Falls Parkway. 

As an environmentally conscious community advocate, Mrs. Couch invested considerable time in improving and maintaining Hanlon Park, one of the community's greatest assets. She led countless cleanups of the park and its stream. Her dedication and commitment led to a partnership with the Orioles, resulting in the entry sign to the Park at Longwood and Gwynns Falls. Through other efforts, she was instrumental in the installation of the large decorative planters facing Hilton St, gateway sign in the median at Gwynns Falls and Longwood, and the pole banners flanking Hanlon’s boundaries proudly announcing Hanlon’s name. Of her many accomplishments, she was especially proud of her role in achieving historical designation for Hanlon Park.

Mrs. Couch's leadership, moreover, resulted in her mentoring many residents of the community to become good neighbors and great leaders. She was firm and resolute in her coaching techniques, and her diplomacy, coupled with her determination, afforded her countless opportunities to influence others and accomplish her goals.

The Hanlon community is a better and stronger community because of Mrs. Couch's love and dedication, and we ask that the Hanlon Park playground facing Gwynns Falls Parkway, currently unnamed, be named the “Ruby K. Couch Playground” as a reminder, in perpetuity, of Mrs. Ruby Couch. As Mrs. Couch's centennial birthday is August 27th, we, respectfully, encourage approval of this resolution in time for an August 27th dedication. 

