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April 12, 2024


The Honorable President and Members 
  of the Baltimore City Council
Attn:  Natawna B. Austin, Executive Secretary
Room 409, City Hall
100 N. Holliday Street
Baltimore, Maryland  21202

Re:  City Council Bill 24-0502 – Building, Fire and Related Codes 
President and City Council Members:
	The Law Department has reviewed City Council Bill 24-0502 for form and legal sufficiency.  The bill is for the purpose of adopting a revised Building, Fire, and Related Codes Article. The Law Department has not found any clear substantive errors but did find some typographical errors.

1. Pg 19, line 20 What does “signed by a responsible person or official acting for the applicant” mean? How are “responsible,” “official,” and “acting for” defined? Maybe it would be better to say agent which is defined by the Building Code as:
202.2.2 Agent. “Agent” means, as the context indicates, any person who:
1. in any particular case involving any property:
a. is responsible for the management, maintenance, operation, rental,
leasing, or sale of the property,
b. applies for or seeks a permit or certificate from a City authority on
behalf of the owner of the property, or
c. in any way represents the owner of the property,
           2. represents the Building Official, or
           3. in general, represents another.
1. Pg. 66, lines 4-9 Section 123.8.4 Subsequent Citation – Unsafe Structure does not appear in the current City Building Code.
1. Pg. 73, line 14 purports to remove the reference to the 2018 edition of the Mechanical Code and replace it with the 2021 edition. In the existing City Building Code 202.2.37.5 Mechanical Code refers to the 2015 edition.
1. Three possible typos I noticed previously: pg. 89, line 13: SPLASH[S] PADS.  Also, on pg. 227, line 2 I think the word “by” is missing before the words “the fire code.” On pg. 259, line 16 I think the “or” at the end of that line needs to be removed and the semicolon changed to a period.
1. Typo on page 97, line 12, the word should be “receipt” not “receip”
1. Potential typo on page 97, line 23, “ta” is the last word in the sentence—is this a term of art? 
1. Page 104- Section 2902.4- as DLR rightfully notes, a requirement that bathroom signage include the sex of the user seems to conflict with the requirement in Subtitle 43 of Article 15 of the City Code that there be gender inclusive signage.  Need to see the New International Plumbing Code Section 2902.2 about restroom signage in general to be sure—that part is not included in the bill.   But it might make sense to have language in the building code reflecting Subtitle 43 of Article 15.
1. On page 225 the bill talks about a third party consultant that evaluates the fire and life safety design for applicable structures. Somewhere in this part of the bill or if there's another appropriate part that we cannot see because we don't have the entire building code, the bill should provide that any decisions must be subject to the approval of the Fire Chief. Giving the consultant any discretion as to decision -making is an illegal delegation of authority of the Fire Chief.
1. On page 225, Is “major model code organization “ a common term? Is it defined anywhere so that someone trying to comply with that part of the Code knows what is required? If not, it is too vague.
	
Subject to answers to our questions that dispel any concerns regarding delegation of authority and vagueness, the Law Department could approve the bill for formal legal sufficiency.


                                                                     Sincerely,
                                                                       [image: ]
                                                                     Elena R. DiPietro	  




cc:  	Ebony Thompson, City Solicitor
Nina Themelis, Mayor’s Office of Government Relations
	Hilary Ruley, Chief Solicitor
	Ashlea Brown, Chief Solicitor
	Michelle Toth, Assistant Solicitor
         Ahleah Knapp









image1.png




image2.png
Eboma Oiliely




