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DATE: March 7, 2022 

TO: Honorable President and Members of the City Council
FROM: Baltimore City Recreation & Parks
POSITION: Support  
Re: City Council Bill #21-0161: Making City operations achieve net-zero emissions of greenhouse gases by 2050

Dear President Mosby and City Council Members, 
Baltimore City Recreation and Parks (BCRP) has reviewed City Council Bill #21-0161: Making City operations achieve net-zero emissions of greenhouse gases by 2050.


BCRP has participated in a meeting to discuss the feasibility of this proposal. As this legislation is so closely aligned with the Department of Planning (DOP) -  Office of Sustainability’s “Climate Action Plan” and the methodology included on how we achieve net zero, we defer to their expertise. 

In addition, as this relates to the development, implementation, and coordination of City operations policy, BCRP respectfully defers to the City’s Chief Administration Officer.

One particular note as it relates to measuring Baltimore City’s carbon footprint and mitigation through carbon sequestration is the City’s tree canopy goal. The BCRP Division of Forestry monitors and regularly collects that data and consequently.  

Our Urban Tree Canopy is a key factor in becoming carbon neutral as a City. The protection of our parklands, natural areas, and street trees all play into the capturing of carbon.  Trees are one of the most cost effect ways to combat climate change: by filtering the air and water to cooling our City streets from urban heat island.  That being said the direct data science on carbon sequestration by individual trees is extremely complicated.  Long-term survivability and maintenance of the trees is pertinent to carbon sequestration.  The amount of carbon stored varies tree from tree, species to species, age of the tree, location the tree is planted, etc.  There are programs (iTree, etc.) that can give different value factors to individual trees; but that would require constant management and updating.  Another potential option is creating a crediting system where activities like tree plantings accrue carbon credits and activities like removing trees accrue a penalty that goes to help offset the loss of trees & carbon sequestration. 
BCRP is happy to participate in the hearing to discuss this matter. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Jenny Morgan at jenny.morgan@baltimorecity.gov or at 410-396-7900.
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Respectfully, 
Reginald Moore
Executive Director 
City of Baltimore, Department of Recreation & Parks

