Testimony to Baltimore City Council Ways and Means Committee Tuesday, September 10, 2024

I oppose the City Council Bills 24-0562, 24-0563, 24-0564, 24-0565 and 24-0566.
I oppose the condemnation and selling of city property above or below ground to Amtrak for the B&P Tunnel Realignment Program, also called the Frederick Douglass Tunnel Program.

Now, the current plan and conduct by Amtrak thus far have been an unsafe, unregulated, dangerous landgrab by quasi-public Amtrak which wants 100% city-approved access to sell, displace, drill, detonate underground thousands of homes with NO engineering safeguard reports, crack hundreds of home foundations, uproot & separate hundreds of citizens from our precious homes preceded by letters threatening court & eminent domain rights which are NOT consistent with provision requirements for eminent domain!

Thirty years ago this month, black & former city residents organized against bankers and developers who tried to shut down the century-old plus, historically designated Druid Hill Avenue YMCA which has local & national significance for the black community as AMTRAK now wants to demolish the Madison Park Medical Center which has importance for the black community in the past fifty years!!

BLESS former Council member & President MARY PAT CLARKE who understood corporate greed very well as she believed in protecting and respecting ALL citizens under the law: she respected the law: and she made it clear: if you 'want to renovate' this historic building in West Baltimore, you must provide legitimate, accurate blueprints, project projections, and accommodations- she understood how to ethically use the power of the city council for the city. The YMCA Olympic size pool was decreased but the building still stands.


Where is the common sense, dignity & critical thinking of the city council members now? Where is the respect for life? For society and community? This process is not normal and cannot become normal!
Be compliant with the law, maintain accountability, insist on project safeguard reports, and Vote Against these five dangerous bills. 

You do not have to like or respect black people, but the Baltimore City Council has a legal obligation to oppose and vote against these dangerous bills, which violate municipal regulations that require timely notice to citizens to PREPARE to be heard by the City Council.
  As I watched a woman testify in person to city council members last August about the BGE fraud, I recall   she said 'You have to decide, who do you work for?’

This Amtrak grab is another unlawful, unsafe, corporate fraud against black citizens in West Baltimore following 2022 when this city council allowed Exelon/BGE to illegally invade our neighborhoods, tear up streets, break pipes, drill useless gas gadgets into our precious homes and front yards, turn our daily lives upside down for months, assault and disrespect women of color and senior citizens and turnoff gas service for whose gain?!

After BGE damaged hundreds of black homeowners' property (who testified last year), the state public service commission issued a public statement clarifying 1- the applicable Flower Act law NEVER gave BGE/Exelon ANY legal right to threaten property owners, nor bully or enter existing single-family homes to install unnecessary gas meters and exterior pipes and 2-  BGE violated its basic service contract with thousands of homeowners without their consent strictly to increase its corporate profits at the expense of black homeowners and taxpayer funds!! 
And now.  the same conduct is being repeated by Amtrack as this City Counsel again seems to be complicit with such wrongful violations of its constituency’s interest. This must stop.
 Adrienne Smith
