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SYNOPSIS

Committee: Public Safety and Government Operations

Bill: 24-0233R

Informational Hearing — Department of Transportation —
Street Paving Timelines
Sponsor: Councilmember Conway
Introduced: October 7, 2024

Purpose: FOR the purpose of requiring the Director of the Department of Transportation
and inviting utility partners to discuss the schedule for road resurfacing and the manner by
which the repaving schedule is developed and communicated to affected communities.

Effective:
AGENCY REPORTS
City Solicitor Approved for form and legal sufficiency
Dept of Transportation No Objection
Parking Authority No Objection
ANALYSIS
Bill Summary

This resolution requires the referred City agencies & invites the City’s utility partners to
discuss the schedule for repaving roads in the city after there have been cuts and repairs
made.

City Law

According to Article 26 of the City Code (Surveys, Streets, & Highways), the Director of the
Department of Transportation (DOT) is responsible for permitting and authorizing all paving
and repaving to streets in the right of way in Baltimore City (article 26 subtitle 19). The
Director of DOT is empowered to authorize permits for this work, as well as to set regulations
for the manner in which it is to be done, and is authorized to stop any unpermitted work or
work that does not meet those set regulations.



Article 26 Subtitle 15 (Street Cuts) creates a process for street cuts in the right of way in
Baltimore City which can apply to any excavation in a public right of way. It is in addition to
any other law, rule, regulation, or standard that applies to excavations, construction,
maintenance, repair, or other work in the right of way.

In the process for an application to perform a street cut — 26 15-13 (d) specifies that permits
will have a start date and a completion date when all work, inspections, and approvals are
expected to be completed. The subtitle also allows for a fee schedule to be created based on
several factors i.e. size, portion of the public right of way affected, damage, etc....

Permittees are required to diligently pursue work to completion. The Director of the DOT
may impose fines for violations of the subtitle, any applicable rules or regulations, violations
of the conditions of a permit, or if a stop work order is issued.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Fiscal Note: None
Information Source(s): 24-0233R 1% reader, Agency Reports, City Code

Analysis by: Anthony Leva Direct Inquiries to: 410-396-1091
Analysis Date: October 21, 2024
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CITY OF BALTIMORE
COUNCIL BILL 24-0233R
(Resolution)

Introduced by: Councilmember Conway
Introduced and read first time: October 7, 2024
Assigned to: Public Safety and Government Operations Committee

REFERRED TO THE FOLLOWING AGENCIES: City Solicitor, Department of Transportation, Parking
Authority of Baltimore City

A RESOLUTION ENTITLED
A COUNCIL RESOLUTION concerning
Informational Hearing — Department of Transportation — Street Paving Timelines

FOR the purpose of requiring the Director of the Department of Transportation and inviting utility
partners to discuss the schedule for road resurfacing and the manner by which the repaving
schedule is developed and communicated to affected communities.

Recitals

WHEREAS, Baltimore City residents have a reasonable expectation that City streets will be
navigable and safe for all forms of vehicular traffic.

WHEREAS, utility partners have increased street cuts throughout the City in order to maintain
utility infrastructure.

WHEREAS, street cuts and repairs precipitated by utility partners have caused residents to
inquire about the City’s policy for road restoration within neighborhoods.

WHEREAS, the Department of Transportation (“DOT”) has the responsibility of maintaining
and repaving roads in the right-of-way in order to keep City roads safe.

WHEREAS, DOT has limited resources and must therefore prioritize its resurfacing efforts
based on road conditions and anticipated work nearby.

WHEREAS, the City Council expects DOT to determine when and how to repave roads that
require resurfacing, either on a regular schedule or in case of an emergency.

WHEREAS, the City Council expects DOT to provide the City Council with updated
parameters and timelines for prioritization of repaving in light of increased street cuts resulting
from utilities work.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF BALTIMORE, that the Ci‘[y
Council requires the Director of the Department of Transportation and invites utility partners to
discuss the schedule for road resurfacing and the manner by which the repaving schedule is
developed and communicated to affected communities.

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS indicate matter added to existing law.
[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from existing law.

dIr24-1605(1)~1st/080ct24
ccres/24-0233R~1st Reader/MC:rfich



Council Bill 24-0233R

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution be sent to the Director of the
Department of Transportation, the leadership of all City utility partners, the Mayor, and the
Mayor’s legislative liaison to the City Council.
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CITY OF BALTIMORE DEPARTMENT OF LAW

EBONY M. THOMPSON, CITY SOLICITOR
100 N. HOLLIDAY STREET

SurTE 101, Crty HALL

BALTIMORE, MD 21202

BRANDON M. ScoTT
Mayor

October 11, 2024

The Honorable President and Members
of the Baltimore City Council

Attn: Executive Secretary

Room 409, City Hall

100 N. Holliday Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21202

RE: Council Bill 24-0233R- Informational Hearing — Department of Transportation —
Street Paving Timelines

Dear President and Members:

The Law Department reviewed 24-0233R. The bill requires the Director of the Department of
Transportation and invites utility partners to discuss the schedule for road resurfacing and the manner by
which the repaving schedule is developed and communicated to affected communities.

In general, Section 9 of Article 111 of the City Charter, as well as Section 1-4 of Article 1 of the
City Code, give the City Council authority to study or investigate the operation of City agencies and to
make recommendations for the more effective operation of the agencies. The Charter requires department
heads, municipal officers not embraced in a department, and members of commissions and boards to
appear before the City Council if so requested to participate in the discussion of matters relating to their
respective departments, offices, commissions, or boards. The Council cannot compel representatives from
outside of City government to attend the hearing. However, individuals or representatives from non-City
entities may appear voluntarily.

Council Bill 24-0233R is an appropriate resolution to initiate this process and request the
specified officials to attend to provide information on the schedule for road resurfacing and
communication to affected communities.

The Law Department approves Council Bill 24-0233R for form and legal sufficiency.

Very truly yours,

Wt

Desireé Luckey
Assistant Solicitor

cc: Ebony Thompson, City Solicitor
Nina Themelis, Mayor’s Office of Government Relations
Elena DiPietro, Chief Solicitor, General Counsel Division
Hilary Ruley, Chief Solicitor
Ashlea Brown, Chief Solicitor
Michelle Toth, Assistant Solicitor



BRANDON M. SCOTT
MAYOR

700 Holliday Street, Room 250
Baltimore, Maryland 271202

TO The Honorable President and Members of the Baltimore City
Council

FROM Corren Johnson, Director — Department of Transportation

DATE October 18, 2024

SUBJECT | 24-0233R Informational Hearing - Department of Transportation -
Street Paving Timelines

Position: No Objection

Introduction

For the purpose of requiring the Director of the Department of Transportation and
inviting utility partners to discuss the schedule for road resurfacing and the manner
by which the repaving schedule is developed and communicated to affected
communities.

DOT Analysis

Council Resolution 24-0233R calls for an informational hearing on the subject of
roadway paving and resurfacing, as well as the repaving of roadways following work
in the right-of-way. The Department and the City’s various utility providers work
together to ensure that roadways are properly repaired and kept in a state in good
repair.

Conclusion

The Department has no objection to Council Resolution 23-0233R and will be in
attendance to facilitate a discussion around this topic.




TO:

FROM:

DATE:

RE:

TRANSMITTAL MEMO

Council President Nick J. Mosby

Peter Little, Executive Director

October 18, 2024 PARKING

AUTHORITY
City Council Bill 24-0233R

This resolution is to discuss the schedule for road resurfacing and the manner by which the
repaving schedule is developed and communicated to affected communities. The discussion
will include the Director of the Department of Transportation and invited utility partners. We
will have staff available for the hearing.

If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Francis Burnszynski, Parking Planning Manager, at
francis.burnszynski@baltimorecity.gov or at 443-573-2821.

211 N. PACA STREET * BALTIMORE MD ¢ 21201 * P:443.573.2800 * F:410.685.1557
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