Honorable President and Members                                              March 24, 2021
  of the City Council of Baltimore
c/o Natawna Austin, Executive Secretary
Room 409, City Hall
100 N. Holliday Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21202

              
 Re:   City Council Bill 21-0026R- Investigative Hearing-COVID-19 and Small Business
                                                         Re-openings 

 Dear President and City Council Members:

           The Law Department has reviewed City Council Bill 21-0026R for form and legal sufficiency.  This resolution is for the purpose of inviting representatives from the Baltimore Development Corporation to brief the City Council on their efforts to support small businesses and economic development in light of the COVID-19 pandemic.  

In general, Art. III, Sec. 9 of the City Charter and Art. 1, Sec. 1-4 gives the City Council authority to call before it, department heads and other City officials to inquire about the operation of City agencies and to investigate complaints and allegations regarding City operations. 

Council Bill 21-0026R is an appropriate resolution to initiate this process and request appropriate officials to attend to discuss efforts and measures being taken to assist small businesses in the City during the pandemic.

          The Law Department approves Council Bill 21-0026R for form and legal sufficiency as it is a valid method of inviting City officials to discuss this matter.
 

Sincerely,

[image: ]
Elena R. DiPietro
Chief Solicitor



Cc:        James Shea, City Solicitor
	 Nina Themelis, Mayor’s Office of Government Relations
             Matthew Stegman, President’s Office
	Nikki Thompson, President’s Legislative Liaison
	Ashlea Brown, Special Solicitor
	Victor Tervala, Chief Solicitor
            Hilary Ruley, Chief Solicitor
	Avery Aisenstark

             
	        CITY OF BALTIMORE

BRANDON M. SCOTT,
Mayor
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DEPARTMENT OF LAW
DANA P. MOORE, ACTING CITY SOLICITOR
100 N. HOLLIDAY STREET 
SUITE 101, CITY HALL
BALTIMORE, MD 21202
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