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HEARING NOTES

Bill: 23-0187R


Informational Hearing – Theft of Cars


Committee:  	Public Safety and Government Operations
Chaired by: 	Mark Conway

Hearing Date:  	
Time (Beginning):	1:05 PM 	
Time (Ending):	2:51 PM 
Location: 		Du Burns Council Chamber / Webex Virtual Hearing 
Total Attendance:	Approximately 60 people
Committee Members in Attendance:	
Mark Conway 		Zeke Cohen	
Antonio Glover	Phylicia Porter		Eric Costello
	

[bookmark: Check4][bookmark: Check2][bookmark: Check3]Bill Synopsis in the file?	|X| YES    |_| NO    |_| N/A
[bookmark: Check5]Attendance sheet in the file?	|_| YES    |_| NO    |_| N/A
[bookmark: Check6]Agency reports read?	|_| YES    |_| NO    |_| N/A
[bookmark: Check7]Hearing televised or audio-digitally recorded?	|X| YES    |_| NO    |_| N/A
[bookmark: Check8]Certification of advertising/posting notices in the file?	|_| YES    |_| NO    |_| N/A
[bookmark: Check9]Evidence of notification to property owners?	|_| YES    |_| NO    |_| N/A
Final vote taken at this hearing?	|X| YES    |_| NO    |_| N/A
Motioned by:	 Cohen
Seconded by:	 Porter
Final Vote:	 Favorable

Major Speakers
(This is not an attendance record.)
Lisa Gerry - Deputy Secretary of Community Services Maryland DJS
Stephanie Mavronis – Director Mayor’s Office of Neighborhood Safety and Engagement 
Kevin Jones – Deputy Commissioner Baltimore City Police Department
Dr. Brooks – Director Division of Children  and Family Success




Major Issues Discussed

1. Chairman Conway called the hearing to order, introduced the committee members in attendance, and invited the sponsor to make opening remarks.
2. Councilmember Cohen made opening remarks on the Resolution.
3. Agencies reported on the Resolution – including presentations from:
a. DJS
b. MONSE
4. The Chairman opened the floor to committee questions topics included:
a. Rearrest rates of 45% for youths.
i. DJS & Councilmembers noting that expediency is key.
ii. Offering of services.
iii. Targeted PreCourt
iv. Cook County Illinois may be a good model to address youth stealing cars.
v. Use of Community-based restorative practices. 
b. Disparate efforts on car thefts – concerns that agencies may be duplicating efforts.
c. The ability of the City to hold companies like TikTok accountable for thefts inspired by videos on their platform.
i. Law department believes that there would be some constitutional issues as well as issues with federal law in trying to sue companies like TikTok.
d. Youths being released after being detained for crimes.
i. DJS has a instrument that takes into account mitigating and aggravating factors to help inform decisions to detain youth.
ii. Youth may be released for a number of reasons or by other entities such as the court.
e. Recidivism rates for youth who receive resources – or are under supervision.
f. How is data being coordinated between agencies and community-based organizations?
i. 
g. Instrument Assessment.
h. DJS supervisors not on site to review the juvenile intake process.
i. Officers are supposed to take youths they have detained to the Juvenile Justice Center. Where they are processed by DJS.  The process is not happening as it should because DJS does not have supervisors on site, due to telework policy from the pandemic.  There is a memo being prepared to reverse that and have a supervisor on site.
5. Chairman Conway opened the floor to public testimony.
6. A motion was moved to pass the resolution favorably by Councilmember Cohen.
a. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Porter
b. The Resolution passed 4-0.
7. Chairman Conway recessed the meeting.

Further Study

Was further study requested?					|X| Yes    |_| No

If yes, describe. 

1. The comparative data for car theft and carjacking decisions from DJS for other cities and counties in Maryland.
2. Data on outcomes and recidivism for youth.
3. The DJS Memo bringing back supervisors to the Juvenile Justice Center from telework by November 15, 2023

Committee Vote:

M. Conway:	Yea
K. Burnett:	Absent
Z. Cohen:	Yea
E. Costello:	Absent
A. Glover:	Yea
P. Porter:	Yea
O. Ramos:	Absent



Tony Leva, Committee Staff			Date:	11-09-2023
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