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BILL SYNOPSIS

: Ways and Means

[bookmark: Dropdown1]  24-0583


The 2024 Comprehensive Master Plan for the City of Baltimore


Sponsor:        Council President Mosby at the request of the Department of Planning
Introduced:   September 16, 2024

Purpose: For the purpose of reviewing, revising, and adopting the 2024 Comprehensive Master Plan for the City of Baltimore; and providing for a special effective date.

Effective:   Date it is enacted.


Agency Reports
	Law Department
	Favorable with amendment

	Department of Housing & Community Development
	Favorable

	Planning Commission 
	Favorable with amendments

	Baltimore Development Corporation
	Defers to Planning

	Department of Planning
	Favorable, defers to Planning Commission

	Mayor’s Office of Immigrant Affairs
	None as of this writing

	Parking Authority
	None as of this writing

	Department of Finance
	Favorable

	Office of Equity and Civil Rights
	Favorable

	BCIT
	Favorable

	Board of Municipal & Zoning Appeals 
	No Comment

	Department of Transportation
	Favorable

	Housing Authority of Baltimore City
	None as of this writing

	Mayor’s Office of Employment Development 
	Favorable

	Department of Health 
	None as of this writing

	Department of Legislative Reference
	None as of this writing

	Office of the Mayor
	None as of this writing

	Mayor’s Office of Neighborhood Safety and Engagement
	Favorable

	Baltimore Police Department
	No Objection

	Fire Department
	Defers to Planning

	CHAP
	None as of this writing

	Department of Public Works
	None as of this writing

	Recreation and Parks
	Favorable

	Commission on Aging and Retirement Education
	None as of this writing

	Mayor’s Commission on Disabilities
	None as of this writing

	Minority and Woman’s Business Opportunity Office
	Favorable

	Deputy Mayor for Economic and Neighborhood Development
	None as of this writing

	Enoch Pratt Free Library
	None as of this writing

	Baltimore City Public School System
	Favorable with amendments




Analysis

Current Law

Under State Land Use Article, § 1-405 {“Plan required”} the City of Baltimore is required to enact, adopt, amend, and execute a comprehensive plan that contains the policies, statements, goals, and interrelated plans for private and public land use, transportation, and community facilities for the City’s future development in accordance with Part III of Subtitle of the State Land Use Article. Following adoption, the City shall review the comprehensive plan at least once every 10 years, and, if necessary, revise or amend the compressive plan to include: (i) implementation the visions set forth in § 1-201 {“Visions”} of the State Land Use Article; (ii) development regulations; and, (iii) the sensitive areas element of the plan. 

State Land Use Article § 1-406 describes the required elements for charter county comprehensive plans: development regulations element, housing element, sensitive areas element, transportation element, water resources element, and growth tiers.

Background

If enacted, City Council Bill 24-0583 would adopt the 2024 Comprehensive Master Plan, which guides equitable neighborhood development over the next 10 years and beyond. The focus is to advance policies that support current residents and make Baltimore an inviting place to live.  The plan is organized into 5 primary sections: Introduction, Background, Growth and Retention, Policy Recommendations, and Plans shaping the City. 

The most recent Comprehensive Master Plan was adopted in the city on 7 November 21, 2006, after Resolution 06-019 was signed.  After the adoption, the governor signed a House Bill to change the review cycle for comprehensive plans from every 6 years to every 10 years.  The Comprehensive Master Plan for the City of Baltimore is now being revised per Title 3, Subtitle 1 {“Requirement and Elements”} of the State Land Use Article and in adherence to Article VII, §§ 72 and 74 of the City Charter. Following the 2020 Census, the Comprehensive Master Plan for the City of Baltimore shall be adopted no later than December 31, 2024.

This first hearing on this bill occurred Tuesday, October 15th. This subsequent hearing is for the Committee to ask additional questions of the agencies and hear public testimony.


 
Additional Information

Fiscal Note:     None

Information Source(s):  State Land Use, Bill 24-0583 and all agency reports received as of this writing.

                            
Analysis by:	     Niya N. Garrett         Direct Inquiries to: (410) 396-1268
Analysis Date:    October 23, 2024
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