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TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF BILL# 25-0036
Property Taxes – Baltimore City Payment in Lieu of Taxes Task Force

TO: Chair McCray, Vice Chair Schleifer, and Members of the Budget & Appropriations Committee

FROM: Arlene Ogurick

OPENING: My name is Arlene Ogurick. I am a resident of Baltimore City District 14. I am submitting this testimony in support of Council Bill 25-0036- Baltimore City Payment in Lieu of Taxes Task Force, and urge your support.


As a Baltimore City homeowner, I pay annual property taxes. This is my minimal required contribution to Baltimore city.

As a resident who cares about the quality of life in Baltimore City - 

    I paid dues to become a member of local community associations in Charles Village & Abell Improvement Assn for the 51 years I was home owner in that area.  

     Some of these dues were used as "grants" to fund special projects at our local community school.  I        worked to solicit donations to our annual neighborhood auction - again helping raise funds to support local projects

I worked with community institutions - like the Village Learning Place - a non-profit that supports surrounding community by providing educational & enrichment activities for children and adults, I helped plan programs and solicit donations.

Major non-profit institutions’ making a minimal contribution to our city is not enough! Baltimore’s quality of life benefits from the extra effort that many residents make – improving our city helps it flourish economically and attract future residents and businesses that could further improve the quality of life in our city. Major non-profits need to step up and contribute more.

ENDING:  I respectfully urge this committee to pass Council Bill #25-0036 without any weakening amendments. 

