
HEARING NOTES

Bill: 


Title


Committee:  	Housing & Economic Development
Chaired by: 	James Torrence

Hearing Date:  	February 25, 2025 
Time (Beginning):	4:00 PM	
Time (Ending):	 PM
Location: 		Du Burns Council Chamber / Webex 
Total Attendance:	Approximately 24
Committee Members in Attendance:	
Torrence, Glover, Jones, Blanchard
	

Bill Synopsis in the file?	☒ YES    ☐ NO    ☐ N/A
Attendance sheet in the file?	☒ YES    ☐ NO    ☐ N/A
Agency reports read?	☒ YES    ☐ NO    ☐ N/A
Hearing televised or audio-digitally recorded?	☒ YES    ☐ NO    ☐ N/A
Certification of advertising/posting notices in the file?	☐ YES    ☐ NO    ☒ N/A
Evidence of notification to property owners?	☐ YES    ☐ NO    ☒ N/A
Final vote taken at this hearing?	☒ YES    ☐ NO    ☐ N/A
Motioned by:	Blanchard	
Seconded by:	Jones
Final Vote:…………………………………………………Recommend Favorable w/ Amendments

Major Speakers
(This is not an attendance record.)
[image: ]
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Ryan Dorsey – Councilmember 3rd District
Laura Larson – Budget Director
Hillary Ruley – Dept of Law




Major Issues Discussed


1. Chairman Torrence called the hearing to order and read the bill title and purpose.
2. Comments on the bill from sponsor Councilman Ryan Dorsey
3. Comments from guest 
a. Eric Friedman, Montgomery County consumer protection
b. Michael Stewart, resident 3rd district
4. Agency Reports
a. Law dept notes amendments from their office and the sponsor
b. Finance notes new cost based on new model of office
i. Finance is currently reviewing of fees with recommendations expected this summer
ii. Questions from Committee Members
iii. Where would the City be seeing savings with this agency?
1. Several agencies such as DOT, DHCD, Finance, BPD can move positions over to the new office having a centralized office to manage these task would not only make this process easier and more efficient but also take this additional responsibility off of other departments allowing them to function more efficiently.
iv. Question about the board make up – several members will be appointed by elected representatives, several need to be lawyers, why not have one be a member of the council?   Possible amendment to have a council member on the board.
a. Law – would need the ethics board to weigh in before 2nd reader
b. Dorsey – not best practice to have elected officials on the board.
v. Within the scope of this bill what are employment agencies ?
a. Bill redirects several parts of the city code to one office – so in this case workforce development companies who work to help people find employment.

Further Study

Was further study requested?					☐ Yes    ☒ No

If yes, describe. 

Could a member of the Council serve on the Board for Consumer Protection?

Committee Vote:

James Torrence Chair:	Yea
Odette Ramos:	Excused
Zach Blanchard:	Yea
Antonio Glover:	Nay
Jermaine Jones………………………………………………………………Yea



Anthony Leva, Committee Staff			Date:	February 25, 2025
				
Cc:	Bill File
	OCS Chrono File
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