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April 25, 2023


Honorable President 
Members of the City Council
c/o Natawna Austin, Executive Secretary
409 City Hall
Baltimore, MD 21202

RE: City Council Bill 22-0129R – Informational Hearing - 311 Requests for Tenants Facing Chronic Mold

Dear President and Members:

 You have requested the advice of the Law Department regarding City Council Bill 22-0129R.  City Council Bill 22-0129R is for the purpose of inviting the Commissioner of the Department of Housing and Community  Development, the Executive Director of the Housing Authority of Baltimore City, the Health  Commissioner, the head of Baltimore City’s 311 Services, to appear before the City Council to discuss the number of 311 requests received from tenants facing chronic mold problems in their homes, the number of complaints from tenants of  public housing and the number from tenants of private landlords, the demographics of those  making the complaints, if known, how such requests are managed, and how the City can better address and respond to reports of chronic mold in housing. .         

In general, Art. III, Sec. 9 of the City Charter and Art. 1, Sec. 1-4 gives the City Council authority to call before it, department heads and other City officials to inquire about the operation of City agencies and to investigate complaints and allegations regarding City operations. However, the City Council cannot compel the police officials of the State to appear before them, although, they may to do so voluntarily.

Council Bill 22-0129R is an appropriate resolution to discuss with experienced officials on how they are planning to address the issue of chronic mold in rental housing in Baltimore City.  The Law Department approves Council Bill 22-0129R for form and legal sufficiency as it is a valid method of inviting City officials to discuss this matter.
 
                                                                       


                                                                              Sincerely yours,
 	    
                                                      [image: ]	
	            Elena R. DiPietro
						    Chief Solicitor






cc:   Ebony Thompson, City Solicitor
        Stephen Salsbury 
       Matthew Bradford 
       Nikki Thompson, President’s Office
       Nina Themelis, MOGR
       Hilary Ruley 
       Jeff Hochstetler, 
       Ashlea Brown 
       Dereka Bolden
       Michele Toth
       Tim McGee
      

image1.png




image2.png
Ebona. Oileler





CITY


 


OF


 


BALTIMORE


 


 


BRANDON M. SCOTT,


 


Mayor


 


 


 


 


DEPARTMENT


 


OF


 


LAW


 


E


BONY 


M.


 


T


HOMPSON


,


 


 


A


CTING 


C


ITY 


S


OLICITOR


 


100


 


N.


 


H


OLLIDAY 


S


TREET 


 


S


UITE 


101,


 


C


ITY 


H


ALL


 


B


ALTIMORE


,


 


MD


 


21202


 


 


April 25


, 2023


 


 


 


H


onorable President 


 


Members of the City Council


 


c/o 


Natawna Austin, Executive Secretary


 


409 City Hall


 


Baltimore, MD 21202


 


 


RE: City Council Bill 22


-


01


29


R 


–


 


Informational Hearing 


-


 


311 Requests for 


Tenants Facing Chronic Mold


 


 


Dear President and Members:


 


 


 


You have requested the advice of the Law Department regarding City Council Bill 22


-


01


29


R.  


City Council Bill 22


-


01


2


9R is for


 


the


 


purpose of inviting the Commissioner of the Department of 


Housing and Community 


 


Development, the Executive Director of the Housing Authority of 


Baltim


ore City, the Health 


 


Commissioner, the head of Baltimore City’s 311 Services, 


to


 


appear 


before the City Council to discuss the number of 311 requests received from tenants 


facing 


chronic mold problems in their homes, the 


number of complaints from tenants of 


 


public housing 


and the number from tenants of private landlords, the demographics of those 


 


making the 


complaints, if known, how such requests are managed, and how the City can


 


better address and 


respond to report


s of chronic mold in housing.


 


.         


 


 


In general, Art. III, Sec. 9 of the Cit


y Charter and Art. 1, Sec. 1


-


4 gives the City Council 


authority to call before it, department heads and other City officials to inquire about the 


operation of City agencies and to investigate complaints and allegations regarding City 


operations. 


However,


 


t


he City Council cannot compel 


the 


police 


officials of the State to a


ppear 


before them, although,


 


they may to do so voluntarily


.


 


 


Council Bill 22


-


01


29


R is an appropriate resolution to discuss with experienced officials on how 


they are planning to 


address the issue of


 


chronic mold in rental housing


 


in Bal


t


i


more Cit


y.


  


The 


Law Department approves Council Bill 22


-


01


29


R for form and legal sufficiency as it is a valid 


method of inviting City officials to discuss this matter.


 


 


 


                                            


                           


 


 


 




CITY   OF   BALTIMORE     BRANDON M. SCOTT,   Mayor       DEPARTMENT   OF   LAW   E BONY  M.   T HOMPSON ,     A CTING  C ITY  S OLICITOR   100   N.   H OLLIDAY  S TREET    S UITE  101,   C ITY  H ALL   B ALTIMORE ,   MD   21202  

  April 25 , 2023       H onorable President    Members of the City Council   c/o  Natawna Austin, Executive Secretary   409 City Hall   Baltimore, MD 21202     RE: City Council Bill 22 - 01 29 R  –   Informational Hearing  -   311 Requests for  Tenants Facing Chronic Mold     Dear President and Members:       You have requested the advice of the Law Department regarding City Council Bill 22 - 01 29 R.   City Council Bill 22 - 01 2 9R is for   the   purpose of inviting the Commissioner of the Department of  Housing and Community    Development, the Executive Director of the Housing Authority of  Baltim ore City, the Health    Commissioner, the head of Baltimore City’s 311 Services,  to   appear  before the City Council to discuss the number of 311 requests received from tenants  facing  chronic mold problems in their homes, the  number of complaints from tenants of    public housing  and the number from tenants of private landlords, the demographics of those    making the  complaints, if known, how such requests are managed, and how the City can   better address and  respond to report s of chronic mold in housing.   .              In general, Art. III, Sec. 9 of the Cit y Charter and Art. 1, Sec. 1 - 4 gives the City Council  authority to call before it, department heads and other City officials to inquire about the  operation of City agencies and to investigate complaints and allegations regarding City  operations.  However,   t he City Council cannot compel  the  police  officials of the State to a ppear  before them, although,   they may to do so voluntarily .     Council Bill 22 - 01 29 R is an appropriate resolution to discuss with experienced officials on how  they are planning to  address the issue of   chronic mold in rental housing   in Bal t i more Cit y.    The  Law Department approves Council Bill 22 - 01 29 R for form and legal sufficiency as it is a valid  method of inviting City officials to discuss this matter.                                                                                     

