Maggie Fitzsimmons

Good evening. My name is Maggie Fitzsimmons. I’m the board president of the Washington Hill Community Association and I am part of the class action lawsuit that has been filed against BGE. 

Since BGE consistently touts safety as its main reason for the outdoor installation of gas regulators and the main argument they have used to convince many of you to allow the defacement of historic properties all over Baltimore, let’s begin by dispelling the myths surrounding that argument. Here’s the truth: Placing gas regulators outside is not safer but is actually more dangerous in terms of injuries, hospitalizations, and fatalities, based on all the data and all the studies that are out there. 

But let me start with the basics. Gas pressure regulators, whether placed inside or outside, are identical. They perform the exact same function, whether they are placed indoors or out. They both vent to the outside, whether they are placed indoors or outside. The emergency cutoffs are always outside, whether the regulator is installed inside or outside. 

The reason exterior installations are more dangerous is because you are subjecting them to vandalism, corrosion, and vehicular collisions, which is the single largest contributor to injuries and fatalities. That is why the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (or PHMSA), the federal agency that is responsible for safety issues related to our gas pipelines, has issued the Federal Pipeline Safety Regulations. Under those regulations, both indoor and outdoor installations are permitted. For indoor, PHMSA only requires them to be close to an exterior wall and be readily accessible. For outdoor installations, there are more concerns and more requirements: among those requirements, they have to be readily accessible; they have to be protected from corrosion; they have to be protected from vehicular damage. Those are the current federal safety regulations.

Incidentally, those concerns are what BGE pointed to three years ago when they lobbied the Maryland General Assembly to limit where exterior regulators would be required under the Flower Branch Act, specifically citing how they would be inappropriate for Baltimore City. 

Even the Flower Branch Act, which only requires exterior installation for multifamily dwellings with 6 or more units, includes the concerns with outdoor installations. To quote, “The Act requires that a gas service regulator be installed away from roads, driveways, parking areas, or other locations exposed to vehicular traffic or other external forces that may damage the gas service regulator.” Clearly, BGE enjoys cherry-picking which safety rules to follow or not to follow based on those that will further their relentless quest to line the pockets of their investors.

It is well past time for city and state officials to protect the City of Baltimore and its citizens from the predatory practices of a company that cares more for its investors at Exelon than the customers it is supposed to serve.



Liz Bement 

Good evening. My name is Liz Bement, and I live in Upper Fells Point. I am also involved in the class action lawsuit that has been filed against BGE.

To add to Maggie’s powerful testimony, I want to tell you about additional ways residents are exposed to safety hazards from regulators installed outside in dense urban areas such as ours. There are many instances where cars—and even buses—crash into the fronts of homes. There are countless videos online of the fires and explosions caused by those accidents. As Councilman Cohen is more than well aware, cars crashed into the front façade of the bar across the street from my house 8 times in 9 years.

In addition to that, there’s lots of drunken vandalism that occurs along our sidewalks most every night. People can hit them with bikes or scooters or even baseball bats. And much more concerning, a friend who owns an HVAC business showed me how easy it is for anyone walking by on the sidewalk to unscrew the valve and ratchet up the gas pressure using two simple handyman tools. If this were to happen, it can cause an explosion or gas poisoning. There are YouTube videos that show you how to do this—it’s really easy. We’re just one tiktok video away from a catastrophic trend in Baltimore.

I will end by emphasizing that the Flower Branch explosion in Silver Spring was not because of an interior regulator. The Safety Board reviewed that incident and identified several causes: one was that the faulty vent had been installed in the 1950s and hadn’t been inspected by Washington Gas in decades; another reason was residents reported the smell of gas two weeks before the explosion and Washington Gas & Electric never responded to that call for service. That tragedy, which BGE is trying to exploit, has literally nothing to do with the current debate — that is partly why the Flower Branch Act does not mandate outdoor regulators for our homes here in Baltimore City. 

If BGE had any studies or data to support that outdoor installations are safer, why would they not have presented that to the General Assembly and supported a mandate at all homes. They have no support. They just keep saying the words “safety” and “Flower Branch” over and over again and expect all of you to believe them.  

Our urban public right of way is NOT the place to install a piece of equipment that regulates the amount of gas pressure that feeds into a rowhome. They need to be inside—with a vent to the outside--where they’re safe from vandalism and catastrophic events.








Paula Fernandes

Good evening. My name is Paula Fernandes and I am also part of the lawsuit against BGE. 

BGE has stated that their decision to move all gas regulators to the outside of homes and buildings is based on safety. We are here today to refute that claim and I will focus on the national data that PHMSA maintains on this issue.
 
We perceive that BGE’s unilateral outdoor installation of gas pressure regulators is short-sighted and dangerous. It ignores international, national, state, and city gas codes and fire regulations that require consideration of exposure to vehicular traffic, vandalism, flood, snow, other environmental factors, proximity to windows, doors, and not to mention, irreparable damage to historical facades when relocating or installing regulators.
 
The Flower Branch Act, to which BGE frequently refers, clearly states the need to consider external factors. To quote, “The Act requires that a gas service regulator be installed away from roads, driveways, parking areas, or other locations exposed to vehicular traffic or other external forces that may damage the gas service regulator.” 
 
The regulator BGE is installing conforms to national standards and can be installed safely inside the building with the external vent or it can be installed outside. We see both types of installations across the city. BGE continues to install both internally and externally.
 
Most importantly, BGE’s current approach ignores critical national safety data from PHMSA that demonstrates the external placement of gas regulators is less safe. According to 13 years of PHMSA data from 2010-2023, when comparing external with internal placement of gas regulators, an incredible 87% of incidents and 78% of injuries and fatalities were associated with externally located regulators.

This is consistent with what the Baltimore Banner recently reported, and I quote: “Residents are particularly worried about cars and scooters crashing into the regulators — a primary cause of serious gas accidents, according to data from the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration under the U.S. Department of Transportation.”
 
I share this information with you today because I expect we could see the numbers of injuries and fatalities rise further as more gas regulators are placed outside. In our dense urban environment, BGE must not employ a one-size-fits-all approach. Each building in the city of Baltimore requires individual consideration, and building owners must be included in the decision-making process. 



Raquel Zuniga

My name is Raquel Zuniga. I live Pigtown and am a current board member of the Citizens of Pigtown. I am also involved in the class action lawsuit against BGE. 

I am here to focus on the safety risks associated with the construction work and external installation of pressure regulators. It isn’t just that these regulators are more dangerous once installed outside, as Paula and others have explained — there are also serious risks during the installation process. And we don’t have to look as far as national data to illustrate these risks. Just last November in Pigtown, we experienced a tragedy resulting from neglectful work done by BGE and it is this incident that forced my attention to BGE’s other work in my neighborhood and throughout the city.

On November 22, 2022, a house on the 1100 block of Bayard exploded, seriously injuring three individuals and condemning neighboring homes.  Id’ like to read an abbreviated excerpt. The Office of the Fire Marshal Fire Investigation Report revealed “that work had been performed on the gas line at the intersection of Bayard and Sargeant Sts. … No shoring was added below the gas line to support it from the weight of the fill material. The process of filling and tamping the hole caused the unsupported, cast iron gas line (installed in 1909) to flex, causing it to crack. This crack resulted in the flow of uncontained (fugitive) natural gas, to flow from the gas line, and into the ground below the street surface. This leak caused natural gas to flow and accumulate under the street surface for approximately one month. Uncontained, pressurized, natural gas eventually migrated into 1121 Bayard St. … Accumulated natural gas which had entered 1121 Bayard St. was ignited, causing an explosion and catastrophic collapse of the structure.”

This event shook my sense of safety and that of many of my neighbors to a new level. We waited over six months to learn more about what could cause a home to disappear from our blocks and endanger our community, in front of our park and within a block of elementary schools in either direction. 

Most of you have likely never read the incident report that I just quoted because BGE never shared it with residents. Just two weeks ago, through the Maryland Public Information Act, I was able to secure the Incident report. Ultimately, this was not user error, like a fluke that a reasonable resident can work to prevent on their own. This was caused by the work of our main utility company, a company that investigated this explosion site on November 22nd, but did not return to the affected community with answers nor with plans for how they can improve their practices to ensure the safety of their consumers in the future. To the contrary, this is a company that has worked to forcibly continue rushing its installations to differing areas throughout the city.

My hope is that by bringing my community’s story to the attention of the council, we can hold BGE accountable and prevent further disaster in the future.

Thank you.





Claudia Towles

My name is Claudia Towles. I’m a board member of the Fells Point Neighborhood Association, a named plaintiff in the lawsuit, and a candidate for City Council. 

BGE has stated that their decision to exclusively install gas regulators on the exterior of all homes is based on safety. I am here today to illustrate their blatant hypocrisy.

In testimony in front of the Maryland General Assembly on February 13, 2020, BGE successfully lobbied against a broader mandate and a faster timeline for multifamily dwellings. BGE emphasized to State legislators that exterior installations were not safer nor appropriate in all circumstances. Do you know what they used as their primary example? Baltimore City. And I quote, “BGE has a unique situation in that its service territory has several densely populated areas such as Baltimore City that do not often provide for the appropriate open outside space to allow for outside meter or regulator installations. The utility also has to take into consideration existing local and federal laws that prevent locating equipment on public right of way, in historic locations or in conflict with the American Disabilities Act standards.”

Ultimately, outdoor installations of pressure regulators were required exclusively for multifamily residential structures containing six or more units. Even in cases where it is mandatory, the Flower Branch Act requires that “gas regulators be installed away from roads, driveways, parking areas, or other locations exposed to vehicular traffic or other external forces that may damage the gas regulator.”

Furthermore, BGE’s actions reveal a stunning double standard. Bolton Hill received interior installations of regulators between 2020 and 2022, while residents on North Smallwood were coerced into accepting exterior installations. BGE has no plans to relocate the Bolton Hill or Upper Fells Point interior installations. If this were actually about safety, those interior installations would not be allowed to remain intact.

The risk of exterior installations is a known quantity. As Paula and Maggie have testified, data collected by PHMSA confirms that exterior installations are not appropriate for Baltimore City.

I will end by one last note. For months, BGE has been asked for safety data by multiple media outlets, multiple community associations, and now by the judge. They have been asked what data they have used to change their position from the Bolton Hill community to the Easterwood community. Have they shown you a study, even an internal one? BGE’s answer has been dead silence. And that’s because the only verifiable data that is out there—public data from the federal agency’s website—says exterior installations are more dangerous and cause many more injuries, serious incidents, and fatalities.


Stephen Topping 

I am a homeowner on Warren Ave in Federal Hill, a Historical and Architectural Preservation District. My block on Warren is directly across from Federal Hill Park.

Over the past six months, BGE has bored through facades and foundations, removed brick sidewalks, and erected gas regulators in front of Warren Ave houses, in contravention of published CHAP requirements and all without the review and scrutiny imposed by CHAP whenever property owners wish to make exterior alterations. Despite a hearing held over 17 months ago in March 2022, CHAP has failed to issue any formal finding on BGE’s actions to install external regulators in historic districts which CHAP is mandated by law and obligated to govern.  Most importantly, CHAP has never authorized regulator installations on Warren Ave and those installations are in violation of  CHAP procedure, CHAP Code, BGE contract and BGE procedure.

Alongside these failures, the City has done nothing despite our repeated requests for help. Warren Ave homeowners did not apply for authorization for exterior alterations concerning the installation of gas regulators. BGE may not lawfully apply or even request to alter our homes much less without notice to and the consent of the homeowners. In addition, the BGE’s Gas Tariff and their own related documentation expressly prohibits installation of gas regulators beyond the customer’s property line. In the Federal Hill neighborhood, we know of only one ATP issued to BGE by the Executive Director of CHAP on April 5, 2022, which BGE requested for its own purpose to install exterior regulators on over 200 homes on Montgomery, Willam, and Churchill streets. BGE requested that authorization without regard to and against the interests of those homeowners, without notice to them, and without their consent. Warren Avenue is not even listed on that authorization!

Contrary to CHAP Code and procedure, and in complete abrogation of his duties, the Executive Director cleared the way for BGE’s destructive actions on these streets. And the City issued permits to support BGE’s work without ever asking if they had the necessary approvals. 

The external placement of industrial gas regulators on the facades of National Register historic homes goes to the absolute CORE of what the CHAP Code prohibits. Namely, the destruction of these historic facades for no purpose other than BGE’s economic preferences especially given there is a safe option of interior installation with a vent as demonstrated by:

· The hundreds (if not thousands of internal regulators already installed by BGE; and;
· BGE’s admission on numerous occasions that they will NOT replace those internal regulators with external regulators

When Warren Ave homeowners raised objections to unwanted and unauthorized work, BGE  ramped up its efforts against Warren Ave, including gas service terminations for a number of homeowners.

Neither City Council nor CHAP can remain silent any longer and allow BGE to proceed in the face of this harm to homes that contribute to the historical and architectural significance of Baltimore City.





Sandy Seward

My name is Sandy Seward, I am a Fed Hill resident, and I am part of class action lawsuit against BGE. 

I wish to refer to the day myself and two other women were incarcerated for 18 hours, June 22, 2023. 

We were arrested for peacefully protesting the unlawful actions of BGE as they terminated gas service to one of our neighbors, just as they did to Ms. Adrienne Smith last October, all to get us to agree to unsafe external regulators that help BGE make more money. 

I want to focus on how many different ways BGE has violated the laws. BGE was operating without a permit for the 400 block of Warren Avenue. BGE did not have an authorization to proceed from CHAP for any of Warren Avenue, only other streets in Federal Hill. Even that authorization was only signed by the executive director on the grounds that this was “minor work.” If you saw the bulldozers and destruction to the streets and the facades and foundations of our homes, no one could call it “minor work”. 

BGE also did not give proper notice. Under the law, they have to give 14 days’ notice. One owner on Warren Avenue took his dog for an early morning walk to find a notice that his gas was being cut off that day. Another owner was out of town when the notice was left in the morning and service was cut off that night. We know of six homes where gas service was turned off with less than one day’s notice. It is only thanks to the judge that service has now been turned back on at every one of those homes. 

The day we were arrested, the City Councilman and representatives from the Mayor’s office provided no answers or support to the residents. They all stood with BGE. Now, we are hearing from our friends and neighbors in Greektown that they are currently being harassed to install these regulators.

What BGE is doing is not required by any law. In fact, it is not allowed by any law. Speaking of enforcing the law, I have to end by saying this. It should scare all of that BGE was able to pick up the phone and snap its fingers and summon a platoon of police officers to arrest three women who were protesting a man’s gas service from being cut off. The Mayor and the police department are supposed to protect citizens, not BGE. 



Adrienne Smith

My name is Adrienne Smith. I live in the 1600 block of N. Smallwood Street in Easterwood in West Baltimore. I reached out to the lawyer leading the class action lawsuit, and my neighbors and I have now joined that lawsuit against BGE.

In 1950, my parents purchased our home, which was built in 1920. Since then, I have maintained and preserved the property, honoring its rich history. Each nook and cranny is a window to the past, and I take pride in protecting this heritage. I want to ensure that future generations can experience the essence of my family’s history and create cherished moments of their own in this home.

My gas service is provided by BGE. In October 2022, BGE came to my neighborhood and demanded that I allow the installation of an exterior regulator, providing me with little information regarding its necessity, purpose, or safety.

I objected and asked for clarification but never received a response or satisfactory explanation. On October 22, 2022, I sent a letter to elected officials highlighting the discrepancy in treatment between residents of North Smallwood Street and Bolton Hill. While BGE installed interior gas regulators in Bolton Hill to protect stonework, masonry, and property values, they did not give North Smallwood Street that opportunity, forcing residents to accept external regulators or face service termination. 

Back then, my neighbors and I actually drove to Bolton Hill and saw how different it was than what was being done on our block to our historic homes. 

On October 27, 2022, BGE terminated my gas service and demanded the installation of an external regulator for reinstatement. Their statement to me read: “Customers were notified in advance that their service would be disconnected if they prevent BGE from accessing its equipment or if they refuse to comply with BGE’s requirement to safely provide gas service as provided in BGE’s service tariff.”

To defend my rights and oppose BGE’s actions, I created a petition to halt installation. Signed by 20 residents from the 1600 block of North Smallwood Street, this petition became part of a lawsuit against BGE. I filed the lawsuit myself in Montgomery County district court to seek remedies for damages caused by BGE. However, it became clear that the damages exceeded the court’s jurisdiction, and that the lawsuit was filed in the wrong county. 

For two months, from October to December, I endured the lack of gas, hot water, a cooktop, and heating in my home. The harsh winter forced me to give in to BGE’s demands, and I had exterior regulators installed for my home. We finally surrendered sometime between Christmas & New Year’s. 

By the time I filed my lawsuit, my gas service had already been terminated. And by the time my lawsuit was dismissed, the regulators had already been installed, making the legal proceedings too late.

I contacted the media—I contacted our elected officials. I was told nothing could be done. Nobody did anything to stop BGE from bulldozing over us. But now we have help, and the lies BGE has told are being exposed. And now that the media and all these plaintiffs and our lawsuit have made it politically easier for you, I hope all of you politicians will finally start to listen to residents and care about our concerns, not just to BGE as you have for all these years. 




Wendy Bozel

My name is Wendy Bozel and I am the President of Upper Fells Point, and I am also a part of the class action lawsuit against BGE. 

Thank you for the opportunity to share my concerns with the misinformation and lack of information BGE has given residents of Baltimore City in regards to the installation of external gas regulators. 

In the Fall of 2022, BGE left a door hanger saying they need access to my home. I called and asked why. I was told that high-pressure gas lines were being installed and if I did not let BGE do the work several things would happen:

1. I would lose gas service to my home
2. Could cause gas explosion if I did not get work done
3. I needed to encourage my neighbors to also let BGE in to do work.

I was not given a choice or told exactly what would be done. After the installation I was left with an eternal gas regulator right by my door near the street.

My neighbor, Bill Miltenberger, who lives on the 100 block of S. Chapel had his installed with the gas regulator inside with a small vent to the outside on his house. He has not had any problems.

Federal Regulations of installation of gas regulators states… each must be installed in a readily accessible location and be protected from corrosion and other damage, including, if installed outside a building, vehicular damage that may be anticipated. 

49 CFR § 192.353 states: Each meter and service regulator, whether inside or outside a building, must be installed in a readily accessible location and be protected from corrosion and other damage, including, if installed outside a building, vehicular damage that may be anticipated. 

When I researched safety myself about having an external regulator, I found advice from insurance companies telling homeowners to keep your gas regulators clear. It could save your life! 

Most homes use natural or propane gas for heating. Here are photos of such a gas system:

All regulators have a vent which allows the device to breathe during normal operation; it also functions as a pressure relief opening in an over-pressure situation. For safety purposes, this vent should remain free of dirt, debris, insects, water, snow, and ice. If the regulator vent becomes blocked or the airflow restricted for any reason, the regulator may operate incorrectly which could potentially result in over-pressure an appliance, causing an explosion or fire.   

It's important to determine what type of system you have, and to ensure the regulator vent is always clear. As the snow starts to fly, be sure to shovel it away so your regulator system can breathe. Doing so could save your life.

That is what I found online. BGE did not share with me any of this vital information. The public has not been educated at all about the risks or about the things we have to do to keep the regulators clear.



Kate Simms

My name is Kate Simms. I am a live long resident of Fell’s Point and I am involved in the class action lawsuit against BGE. 

There is no doubt the current low pressure gas infrastructure throughout the city is in need of some TLC, but the bigger picture question should be why did BGE make the choice not to repair the current, safer low pressure infrastructure but instead chose to replace the entire infrastructure with a new elevated pressure system. 

While BGE continues to claim this new infrastructure is for “safer, more reliable service”, it is not the citizens of Baltimore who will ultimately benefit from this new system. The benefits will only be seen in BGE’s profits. Had BGE chosen to repair the current infrastructure, those repair costs would have been an expense to BGE only; however, choosing to make this a capital investment, every penny of the projected $15 billion total cost spent on this project, will be passed along to consumers either through BGE’s current monthly STRIDE surcharge and then through rate increases, which would run until the end of the century.

In addition to BGE’s ability to recoup all the costs associated with this program, making the choice to install the regulator on the exterior of homes would shift the lability for outside force damages away from BGE and onto homeowners. So, even though exterior installations are more dangerous, even though there are more injuries, hospitalizations, and fatalities because of exterior regulators, when those tragedies happen, BGE doesn’t get sued, the homeowner or the motorist who ran into the car gets sued, along with their insurance companies. That’s why car and home insurance companies are giving advice about exterior regulators. 

In a release today, David Lapp, from the Office of the People’s Council stated, “It is long past time to evaluate the need and desirability of spending hundreds of millions of dollars each year tearing up our streets to add and replace fossil gas infrastructure. These investments are not compatible with long-term customer interests and the State’s climate goals. The spending on fossil fuel infrastructure represents a lost opportunity to help customers electrify their home energy use, save money, and help mitigate climate change.” 

So if you’re wondering why BGE would support the installation of more dangerous regulators, it is because it locks in fosil fuel infrastructure, it reduces maintenance costs, it allows them to pass on the billions of dollars in investment costs to all of us, and it reduces liability. As our group has said many times, this isn’t about saving lives, it’s about avoiding lawsuits. 

Today, I ask you all to make the choice to protect the citizens of Baltimore not the profits of BGE.






Jack Danna

Good evening – Council President, Council representatives, and neighbors.  Also, a special thanks to Councilman Stokes for requesting this public forum. 
 
My name is Jack Danna, President of the Mount Vernon-Belvedere Association (MVBA). While there are many reasons why our communities are here this evening expressing their opposition to the installation of external gas regulators, I will focus on two points in my testimony before this body.
 
The three hottest days ever recorded on earth all occurred last week, underscoring the urgent need to take decisive action to mitigate the effects of climate change. The primary cause of this disastrous phenomenon is the burning of fossil fuels, including methane, which is often referred to as natural gas by companies profiting from this calamity.
 
Whenever methane is extracted from the earth, large amounts leak directly into the atmosphere where it is 25 times more potent as a greenhouse gas than carbon dioxide. The rest is subsequently converted to carbon dioxide when it is burned.
 
Natural gas also contributes to indoor air pollution. A study by Harward School of Public Health “Home is Where the Pipeline Ends: Characterization of Volatile Organic Compounds Present in Natural Gas at the Point of the Residential End User” Consumer-grade natural gas was found to contain varying levels of at least 21 different hazardous air pollutants, as defined by the U.S. EPA, including benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene, xylene, and hexane.
 
President Biden has challenged us to transition away from fossil fuels by 2035 and Governor Moore’s ambitious climate change goals for the state, aim to reduce dangerous greenhouse gas emissions by 60 percent before 2030 and achieve net-zero emissions by 2045.
 
Why should we pay for BGE to build the infrastructure to perpetuate the burning fossil fuels for another century?
 
In conclusion, I respectfully urge you to consider the long-term consequences of supporting gas upgrades in Baltimore City. By embracing sustainable energy solutions, we can reduce greenhouse gas emissions, improve air quality, and promote a healthier and more equitable future for our communities and our beloved Baltimore City.
 
Thank you for your attention to this critical matter. I trust that you will carefully consider the arguments presented and make a decision that aligns with the best interests of Baltimore City and thriving communities.


Thiru Vignarajah

Good evening. My name is Thiru Vignarajah. I previously served as Maryland’s deputy attorney general, and I am leading the class action lawsuit against BGE on behalf of the residents of Baltimore. 

As part of a savvy business strategy to reinforce its politically embattled natural gas infrastructure with investments that can be directly recouped from customers, BGE has unilaterally decided it will force upon every homeowner in Baltimore City an exterior gas pressure regulator. Under the false pretext of safety, BGE has adopted a position that no jurisdiction in America has taken. 

Threatening shutoffs is a critical tactic for BGE because other methods of persuasion have failed. Customers are unconvinced of the supposed safety benefits. Baltimore communities are outraged and have organized against BGE. And states like New York and Vermont along with cities across America, from Washington, D.C., to San Francisco, from Brookline, Massachusetts to Berkeley, California, have passed legislation banning natural gas altogether. So, BGE is left to strongarm city residents to accept an “upgrade” that is unwarranted, unwanted, and unsafe. 

Exterior pressure regulators, as an alternative to interior pressure regulators, are not required under state or federal law, except for multifamily dwellings under the Flower Branch Act. They are not mandated or recommended by the PSC, nor are they favored by federal safety guidelines. PHMSA, the federal agency that “develops and enforces regulations for the safe, reliable, and environmentally sound operation of the nation’s 2.6-million-mile pipeline transportation system,” has issued safety guidelines that make clear that exterior regulators are not suitable in many contexts.

Nevertheless, the utility giant today claims exterior installation is the best option, no matter the situation, for every home in Baltimore. This is exactly the opposite of what BGE said just three years ago as it successfully lobbied the Maryland General Assembly to limit the state mandate. Back then, BGE’s allies made the safety case against external gas regulators, citing data from the PHMSA: “Gas service regulators placed outside are at risk for damage from vehicular traffic. PHMSA data shows that between 2005 and 2018[,] 18% of gas line releases that resulted in a fatality or hospitalization were caused by vehicular damage to meter and regulators located outside of a building.” That same data, as you have already heard, is even more clear now. 

Despite the data, BGE has literally and metaphorically bulldozed their way across Baltimore City, foisting upon every homeowner and every community an unwarranted construction project that saddles the property with new equipment that, at best, is an eyesore that degrades home values and historic significance and, at worst, creates a dangerous powder keg in an urban environment where vandalism and vehicular damage are commonplace. 

BGE has decided to handcuff customers to its golden goose, as it confronts a growing tide of political momentum that could wash away the gas infrastructure the utility giant is scrambling to reinforce. The sooner and more BGE spends to double down on its gas pipeline infrastructure, all at the sole expense of its customers, the harder it becomes politically and practically for those customers to free themselves from the grip of a utility company that is devoted to preserving a profit-bearing business model that reinforces our dependence on fossil fuels, contributes to climate change, and hurts human health. Anyone who doesn’t object to this is complicit in the harm BGE is doing. 

