BOARD OF MUNICIPAL AND

CITY OF BALTIMORE ZONING APPEALS

STEPHANIE RAWLINGS-BLAKE, Mayor DAVID C. TANNER, Executive Director

417 E. Fayette Street, Room 1432
Baltimore, Maryland 21202

August 12, 2010

The Honorable President and
Members of the City Council
City Hall

Re: City Council Bill #10-0524 Campaign Si gns in Residential Areas -
Repeal of Maximum Size Restrictions

Ladies and Gentlemen:

City Council Bill # 10-0524 has been referred by your Honorable Body to the
Board of Municipal and Zoning Appeals for study and report.

The purpose of this legislation is to repeal the maximum size restriction for
campaign signs erected in residential areas. This bill would eliminate the sixteen square
foot maximum size restriction that currently governs campaign signs in residentially
zoned areas.

The BMZA has reviewed this legislation and finds that the passage of this
legislation to eliminate the size restrictions on campaign signs could result in an
unintended problem with large non-commercial signs in residential districts. The sign
regulations under Title 10 of the Zoning Code have been challenged in the past by
individuals who wanted to convey a message to the public by placing a large sign in their
yards. The sign regulations have been successfully defended because of the size
requirement for all signs in residential districts (see attached article & photo).. While the
constitution prohibits denial of free speech, the Zoning Code can regulate the size and
location of signs.

The BMZA concurs with the Planning Department that this legislation should not
be approved.
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Sincerely,
D C o
David C. Tanner
Executive Director
DCT/lag

C.c. Mayors Office of Council Relations
Legislative Reference
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