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HEARING NOTES

Bill: 23-0416


Title Baltimore City Office of Returning Citizens 


Committee:  	Public Safety and Government Operations
Chaired by: 	Mark Conway

Hearing Date:  	
Time (Beginning):	1:48 PM 	
Time (Ending):	2:30 PM 
Location: 		Du Burns Council Chamber / Webex Virtual Hearing 
Total Attendance:	Approximately 31 people
Committee Members in Attendance:	
Mark Conway 		Kristerfer Burnett	Zeke Cohen	Odette Ramos	
	

[bookmark: Check4][bookmark: Check2][bookmark: Check3]Bill Synopsis in the file?	|X| YES    |_| NO    |_| N/A
[bookmark: Check5]Attendance sheet in the file?	|_| YES    |_| NO    |_| N/A
[bookmark: Check6]Agency reports read?	|_| YES    |_| NO    |_| N/A
[bookmark: Check7]Hearing televised or audio-digitally recorded?	|X| YES    |_| NO    |_| N/A
[bookmark: Check8]Certification of advertising/posting notices in the file?	|_| YES    |_| NO    |_| N/A
[bookmark: Check9]Evidence of notification to property owners?	|_| YES    |_| NO    |_| N/A
Final vote taken at this hearing?	|X| YES    |_| NO    |_| N/A
Motioned by:	 COHEN
Seconded by:	 COHEN
Final Vote:	 RECOMMEND FAVORABLE WITH AMENDMENTS

Major Speakers
(This is not an attendance record.)
Michele Toth – Department of Law
Gabriel Stuart  - Department of Finance
Liam Davis – Department of Transportation
Shannon Conway – Baltimore Police Department
Marcia Collins – Department of Public Works
Ty’lor Shenlla – Mayor’s Office of Government Relations


Major Issues Discussed

1. Chairman Conway called the hearing to order, introduced the committee members in attendance, and invited the bill sponsor to comment on the bill
2. Opening Comments from bill sponsor Councilman Torrence
3. Agency reports
a. Presentation from MONSE
b. Equity and Civil Right – need to update definition of Returning Citizen
4. Council Questions
a. Definition of Returning Citizens is broad to capture those who are in probation – or have other interactions with the legal system.
b. Finance report – no finance or HR person in the report.
i. The future office can utilize MONSE staff as it will live under MONSE
ii. Working under MONSE to minimize admin cost.
c. Community Mediation – State & Local – to help resolve issues before release.  Could be integrated into work of office.
i. MD Prerelease program – How is this integrated into this work?  
ii. MONSE not currently integrated – working with one institution but looking to expand.  
d. Education programs such as the Goucher Prison Program – have we reached out to them and others around the state to support education goals for returning citizens?
i. MONSE does not have formal partnership 
e. Incarceration in dehumanizing  - citizen rights – like voting should be emphasized
i. Alpha Justice – doing educational work as well.  
5. The floor was open to public testimony
a. Three members of the public testified virtually (see sign in sheet)
6. The floor was open to a motion on the amendment
a. Moved by Burnett and seconded by Ramos the motion carried unanimously. 
7. The floor was open to a motion on the bill
a. Moved by Cohen and seconded by Burnett the motion carried unanimously.
8. Chairman Conway recessed the meeting.



Further Study

Was further study requested?					|_| Yes    |X| No

If yes, describe. 

Committee Vote:

M. Conway:	Yea
K. Burnett:	Yea
Z. Cohen:	Yea
E. Costello:	Absent
A. Glover:	Absent
P. Porter:	Absent
O. Ramos:	Yea



Tony Leva, Committee Staff			Date:	February 29, 2024
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