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To:	The Honorable President and Members			Date: July 14, 2020
[bookmark: _GoBack]            of the Baltimore City Council
            Attn.: Natawna B. Austin, Executive Secretary
	 Room 400, City Hall


RE: Council Bill 20-0529, “Property Tax—In Rem Foreclosure and Sale—Vacant and Abandoned Property”


As requested, the Department of Real Estate has reviewed Council Bill 20-0529 introduced by Council President Scott at the request of the Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD).  This bill was introduced following the enactment of State legislation in 2019 that enables counties and Baltimore City to create an in rem foreclosure process to streamline the acquisition of certain vacant and abandoned properties.  The bill is comprehensive in scope and imposes detailed notice and publication requirements to protect the interests of property owners while also allowing DHCD to obtain title to vacant and abandoned property much more efficiently than under current processes and procedures.  The provisions of the bill operate in parallel to the current tax sale process.
 
Council Bill 20-0529 will allow DHCD to fulfill its objective of eliminating blight and returning abandoned property to productive use, and to the City tax rolls, more quickly.  Vacant, deteriorating property that sits idle for long periods of time poses challenges to the safety and integrity of neighborhoods throughout the City.  This bill will provide DHCD with a powerful and reasonable method of addressing this pervasive, longstanding issue.

For all these reasons, the Department of Real Estate supports Council Bill 20-0529.

If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Walter Horton at 410-396-4768 or via email at walter.horton@baltimorecity.gov.




cc:  Mr. Dominic McAlily, Legislative Director, President’s Office
      Mr. Matt Stegman, Mayor’s Office of Government Relations
      Ms. Nina Themelis, Mayor’s Office of Government Relations	
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