
HEARING NOTES

Legislative Oversight: L25-0013


Title: Legislative Oversight - Opioids, Harm Reduction, and Overdose Prevention


Committee: Public Safety
Chaired by: Mark Conway

Hearing Date: 9/9/2025
Time (Beginning):	 1:05 PM	
Time (Ending):	3:18 PM
Location: 		Du Burns Council Chamber / Webex 
Total Attendance:	Approximately 40
Committee Members in Attendance:	Mark Conway, Zac Blanchard, Danielle McCray, Issac ‘Yitzy” Schleifer, Zeke Cohen


Bill Synopsis in the file?	☒ YES    ☐ NO    ☐ N/A
Attendance sheet in the file?	☐ YES    ☐ NO    ☒ N/A
Agency reports read?	☒ YES    ☐ NO    ☐ N/A
Hearing televised or audio-digitally recorded?	☒ YES    ☐ NO    ☐ N/A
Certification of advertising/posting notices in the file?	☐ YES    ☐ NO    ☒ N/A
Evidence of notification to property owners?	☐ YES    ☐ NO    ☒ N/A
Final vote taken at this hearing?	☐ YES    ☐ NO    ☒ N/A
Motioned by:	
Final Vote:	 

Major Speakers
(This is not an attendance record.)

Ty’lor Schnella - Mayors Office of Government Relations
Erin Murphey - Chief of Staff – Baltimore Police Department
Deputy Commissioner Kevin Jones – Baltimore Police Department
Police Commissioner Richard Worley Jr. – Baltimore Police Department
Lisa Reynolds – Chief Youth & Community Partnership Division – Baltimore Police Department
Stefanie Mavronis - Mayors Office of Neighborhood Safety and Engagement
Dr. Michelle Taylor - Acting Commissioner of Health 
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Major Issues Discussed
· Chair Conway opened the hearing and addressed recent overdoses on Baltimore Avenue.
· The Chair stated that the Council is still waiting on a concrete plan of action from agencies.
· Agency Presentations
· Ty’lor Schnella from the Mayor’s Office of Government Relations introduced the agencies in attendance.
· Baltimore Police Department presenters included Erin Murphey (Chief of Staff), the Chief of Crimes, Commissioner Richard Worley Jr., and Lisa Reynolds.
· Their slides covered the Baltimore Community Intelligence Centers (BCIC) and the Multi-Agency Inspection Task Force.
· Chair noted the slides did not address what he specifically requested: a plan to address open-air drug markets and evidence of collaboration with the Health Department.
· Stefanie Mavronis from the Mayor’s Office of Neighborhood Safety and Engagement presented slides on violence prevention under CVPP, including the Group Violence Reduction Strategy (GVRS), which focuses on violent groups rather than locations, and Community Stabilization initiatives.
· Questions
· Was a written plan prepared for the hearing?
· Response was that a plan exists, arrests have increased, and GVRS is one tool being used.
· When was the last time all agencies met together?
· BPD reported a meeting yesterday with the Mayor and Deputy Mayor. Conway asked what commitments came from that meeting.
· Can more data be provided since 2022 to compare with current numbers?
· Is there neighborhood-level data showing drug market trends, clarifying whether conditions are improving or worsening?
· How can the City prevent closing one drug shop from simply leading to another opening?
· BPD responded that they had recently dismantled a drug shop.
· Has the opioid issue been raised in the Criminal Justice Coordinating Council (CJCC)?
· Response: No, but it will be brought up at the next meeting.
· What is holding the Health Department back from restarting the “bad batch” call system?
· Response: Need for the right partnerships and accurate data.
· Is the opioid crisis the top priority for the Health Department, and was it not considered a priority during COVID?
· Response: It is now the top priority; it was also a priority during COVID but overshadowed by the pandemic.
Further Study

Was further study requested?					☒ Yes    ☐ No

If yes, describe. 

1. Request for the Health Department to find out a legacy timeline and the possibility of bringing bad batch back. Within 30 days.
2. Request to all agencies for a comprehensive plan to dismantle the open air drug market. Within 60 days.

Committee Vote:

M. Conway:	
Z. Blanchard:	
D. McCray:	
P. Gray:	
A. Glover:	
P. Porter:	
I. Schliefer:	



Juliane Jemmott,	Date:	9/10/2025
				
Cc:	Bill File
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