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July 29, 2020

Honorable President and Members
of the City Council

Ladies and Gentlemen:

On July 29, 2020, the Board had before it for consideration
the following pending City Council Bill:

20-0529 - An Ordinance concerning Property Tax - In Rem Fore-
closure and Sale - Vacant and Abandoned Property for the
purpose of requiring the Director of Finance to withhold
from tax sale certain real property designated by the
Board of Estimates for foreclosure and sale under a
certain process; authorizing the Mayor and City Council
acting by and through the Department of Housing and
Community Development to initiate an in rem foreclosure
and sale of certain real property for delinquent taxes;
authorizing the Mayor and City Council to enact certain
laws authorizing in rem foreclosure and sale of certain
real property; authorizing the Mayor and City Council
acting by and through the Department of Housing and
Community Development to commence an in rem foreclosure
action; prohibiting commencing an in rem foreclosure
action until tax on real property has been delinquent
for a certain period and the right to appeal a certain
notice has tolled; requiring certain taxes to be
included in the foreclosure action; requiring any
foreclosure action under this subtitle be filed in the
Circuit Court for Baltimore City and that notice and a
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copy of the complaint be sent to each interested party
within a certain period of time and in a certain manner;
requiring the complaint for an in rem foreclosure to
include certain information; allowing the complaint for
an in rem foreclosure to be amended for certain purposes;
providing that an interested party has a certain right
to cure certain delinquent taxes and liens on the real
property under certain c¢ircumstances; requiring a
hearing on the in rem foreclosure complaint to be
conducted at a certain time; providing that an
interested party has the right to be heard at the
hearing; requiring the court to enter a certain judgment
on a certain finding:; requiring the judgment to be
recorded in certain land records; providing that title
acquired in a certain foreclosure proceeding shall be a
certain absoclute or fee simple title except under
certain circumstances; providing that a judgment in an
action under this subtitle is binding and conclusive,
regardless of legal disability, on certain persons;
defining certain terms; providing for a special
effective date; and generally relating to in rem
foreclosure and sale of tax delinquent wvacant and
abandoned property.

THE DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING HAS NO OBJECTION AND DEFERS
TO THE DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
AND THE DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE.

After NOTING AND CONCURRING in all favorable reports
received, the Board approved the aforementioned City Council Bill
and referred it to the City Council with the recommendation that
it be approved and passed by that Honorable Body.

The Mayor ABSTAINED from voting. The President ABSTAINED from
voting.

Sincerely,

Jan/ Pratt
Sec ary to the Board of Estimates



