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HEARING NOTES

Bill: 23-0356


Zoning Code Amendment – Research and Development Facilities Use


Committee:  	Economic and Community Development
Chaired by: 	Sharon Green Middleton

Hearing Date:  	October 10, 2023
Time (Beginning):	2:10 PM 	
Time (Ending):	3:00 PM 
Location: 		Du Burns Council Chamber / Webex 
Total Attendance:	Approximately 29 people
Committee Members in Attendance:	
Sharon Green Middleton	John Bullock		Mark Conway 	
Odette Ramos		Robert Stokes
	

Bill Synopsis in the file?	☒ YES    ☐ NO    ☐ N/A
Attendance sheet in the file?	☒ YES    ☐ NO    ☐ N/A
Agency reports read?	☒ YES    ☐ NO    ☐ N/A
Hearing televised or audio-digitally recorded?	☒ YES    ☐ NO    ☐ N/A
Certification of advertising/posting notices in the file?	☐ YES    ☐ NO    ☒ N/A
Evidence of notification to property owners?	☐ YES    ☐ NO    ☒ N/A
Final vote taken at this hearing?	☒ YES    ☐ NO    ☐ N/A
Motioned by:	Conway
Seconded by:	Bullock
Final Vote:	Recommended Favorable as Amended

Major Speakers
(This is not an attendance record.)
Dan Taylor – Baltimore Development Corporation	Elena DiPietro – Law Department
Eric Tiso – Department of Planning			Liam Davis – Department of Transportation 
Stephanie Murdock – Department of Housing and Community Development



Major Issues Discussed


1. Chairwoman Middleton called the hearing to order and read the bill title and purpose.
2. The Baltimore Development Corporation gave a presentation on the bill
3. Agency representatives summarized their written reports.
4. Agency representatives answered questions from Committee Members.  Topics included:
a. What is the advantage of adding these labs to TOD areas?
b. Does BDC partner with local schools to bring jobs in labs to residents?
c. What type of research is being done?
5. The committee heard public testimony. None was presented.
6. The Committee voted on an amendment from the Planning Commission
a. Motioned by Bullock 
b. Seconded by Ramos
c. All Committee Members voted yes
7. The Committee voted on amendments from the Department of Housing and Community Development.
a. Motioned by Bullock
b. Seconded by Conway
c. Yea – Middleton, Conway, Bullock, Stokes
d. Nay- Ramos
8. The Committee voted on the bill as amended.
a. Motioned by Conway
b. Seconded by Bullock
c. All Committee Members voted yes

Further Study

Was further study requested?					☒ Yes    ☐ No

If yes, describe. 
· Is there any connection between the City and other State-sponsored or State-partnered lab facilities in other jurisdictions?
· Provide information on workforce development partners working to place people into this field, as well as any engagement with City schools.
· Provide information on any controls around the use of potential hazardous/biohazardous materials that exist in these facilities.
· Provide clarification on what types of research and development go on at these facilities.
· Explain why there is no minimum size requirement for this use in the legislation (Stokes)

Committee Vote:

Sharon Green Middleton:	Yea
John Bullock:	Yea
Mark Conway:	Yea
Ryan Dorsey:	Absent
Antonio Glover:	Absent
Odette Ramos:	Yea
Robert Stokes:	Yea



Anthony Leva, Committee Staff			Date:	October 11, 2023
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