Leva, Anthony F (City Council)

From: Mead, Nancy (City Council)

Sent: Thursday, July 3, 2025 11:32 AM

To: Leva, Anthony F (City Council)

Subject: FW: Personal Opposition to Zoning Bills 0064,0065 and 0066
Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

For the file.

Nancy M. Mead
Interim Director
Office of Council Services

100 N. Holliday Street
Baltimore, MD 21202
nancy.mead@baltimorecity.gov

OFrice oF Councit Services  Office: (410) 446-7962
Mobile: (803) 371-6872

From: Charles Williams <chazwilliamz@gmail.com>

Sent: Thursday, July 3, 2025 11:19 AM

To: Zac Blanchard <zac@blanchardforbaltimore.com>; Blanchard, Zachary (City Council)
<zachary.blanchard@baltimorecity.gov>

Cc: Brenda Allison <bkayeallison@gmail.com>; Joel Kurz <joel@thegardenbaltimore.com>; Bullock, John (City Council)
<John.Bullock@baltimorecity.gov>; Jules Dunham Howie <juleshouse@hotmail.com>; Malcolm Lewis
<Malcolm.Lewis1130@gmail.com>; JC Peralta <mpjcruz@gmail.com>; Jeff Thompson <jtphil3.8 @gmail.com>;
Jamaalttaylor86 @gmail.com; Rafael McFadden <rafaelmac33@gmail.com>; Eric Brown <mobybrown@aol.com>;
William Blackwell <willmarionb1510@verizon.net>; Savarese, Brandy (City Council)
<brandy.savarese@baltimorecity.gov>; Torrence, James (City Council) <James.Torrence@baltimorecity.gov>; Charleus,
Tyrig (DOP) <Tyrig.Charleus@baltimorecity.gov>; Bolden, Tarek (DOP) <tarek.bolden@baltimorecity.gov>; Al Hathaway
<alhathaway@gmail.com>; nnenna ochuba <nnenna.ochuba@gmail.com>; kenihines@gmail.com; Cynthia Ryals
<ciciryals@renaissancebc.com>; Fred Tillman <metropropslic@gmail.com>; Atiba Nkrumah
<atiba.nkrumah@gmail.com>; marble hill <marblehillimprovement@gmail.com>; bullock@baltimorecity.gov; Kennedy,
Alice (DHCD) <Alice.Kennedy@baltimorecity.gov>; Henson, Brandi (DHCD) <Brandi.Henson@baltimorecity.gov>;
yoko.robinson@baltimorecity.gov; Marti Pitrelli <erasmocha@yahoo.com>; Yates, Ericka (DHCD)
<Ericka.Yates@baltimorecity.gov>; DHCD MPIA Request <dhcd.mpia@baltimorecity.gov>; Quarles, Chantel (DHCD)
<Chantel.Quarles@baltimorecity.gov>; Mead, Nancy (City Council) <Nancy.Mead@baltimorecity.gov>; Wanda Best
<wgbest@verizon.net>; Brandon M Scott <brandonm.scott@baltimorecity.gov>; km@kathleenmitchell.com;
kweisi.mfume@house.state.md.us; District11 <Districtl1@baltimorecity.gov>; aaronleonardcoleman@gmail.com;
info@historicupton.com; Upton@historicupton.com; Cohen, Zeke (City Council) <Zeke.Cohen@baltimorecity.gov>;
Brandon M Scott <brandonm.scott@baltimorecity.gov>; neighborsforsfzoning@gmail.com; Pierre Wright
<wrgpr@aol.com>; stephanhanley@gmail.com; president@mvba.org

Subject: Personal Opposition to Zoning Bills 0064,0065 and 0066



CAUTION: This email originated from outside of Baltimore City IT Network Systems.

Reminder: DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know that
the content is safe. Report any suspicious activities using the Report Phishing Email Button, or by
emailing to Phishing@baltimorecity.gov

Dear Councilmember Blanchard,
I hope this message finds you well.

First, | want to sincerely thank you for attending our Marble Hill community meeting on May 20, 2025. |
truly appreciated your presence — especially since this marked your second visit with us. Your
continued engagement and the insights you shared regarding the Housing Options and Opportunity Act
did not go unnoticed and mean a great deal to our community.

I’m reaching out personally to express my strong concern for Zoning Bills 25-0064, 25-0065, and 25-
0066.

As aresident of historic Marble Hill, | care deeply about the long-term health, character, and stability of
our neighborhood. While | fully understand the importance of promoting affordable and flexible housing
options, these particular zoning changes raise serious concerns that | believe would have unintended,
yet damaging, consequences for communities like ours.

Here’s why:

e Bill 0066 would allow up to four units to be built on lots currently zoned for single-family homes.
This opens the door for increased investor activity and the conversion of homes into multi-unit
rentals, making it harder for local families and first-time buyers to compete.

Just this past April, our community had to actively push back against this exact type of predatory
development — where duplexes were improperly being converted into quadruplexes. With
support from Commissioner Alice Kennedy and the Department of Housing and Community
Development, we were able to intervene and stop it. Adopting this bill now would feel like
reversing that victory and signaling that those zoning protections no longer matter.

e Bill 0065 would remove the requirement for off-street parking. Parking is already scarce in Marble
Hill. Removing this requirement would increase congestion and create frustration for residents,
particularly in older neighborhoods not designed to absorb that kind of density.

e Bill0064 proposes to reduce yard and green space requirements. These spaces are more than
aesthetic — they contribute to safety, health, and the historic character that makes our
community feel like home. Reducing them would strip away part of what gives Marble Hill its
identity.

I’m not opposed to thoughtful growth — but | strongly believe that growth should be equitable and
community-centered. The cumulative effect of these three bills would promote investor-driven
development while diminishing the quality of life for existing homeowners and long-time residents.

Zack, I’m asking you not just as a constituent, but as someone who is deeply invested in preserving our

neighborhood’s integrity — please reconsider your support for these bills. | would also appreciate being
notified of any upcoming hearings or public comment opportunities so | can continue to make my voice
heard.



Thank you again for your time, your accessibility, and your ongoing commitment to public service. Your
consistent presence in our community matters, and | trust you’ll weigh our lived experience and local
history in your decision-making.

Sincerely,
Charles Williams



