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To:	President and Members 		June 16, 2021
	of the City Council
	c/o 409 City Hall

	The Baltimore City Health Department (BCHD) is pleased to have the opportunity to review Council Bill #21-0039R, entitled, “Violence Against Women - An Overlooked Public Health Crisis.” This resolution seeks a discussion regarding “the rise in violence against women and what strategies are being put in place to reverse this epidemic.”

Domestic Violence	

	According to the CDC, “domestic violence or intimate partner violence is a preventable public health problem and includes physical violence, sexual violence, stalking, or psychological harm by a current or former partner or spouse.”[footnoteRef:1]  This violence often impacts familial relationships, including children and same-sex relationships. [1:  Intimate Partner Violence, CDC, 2021, https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/intimatepartnerviolence/index.html] 

 
	According to the CDC’s National Intimate Partner and Sexual Violence Survey (NISVS)[footnoteRef:2]: [2:  National Intimate Partner and Sexual Violence Survey, CDC, 2020, https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/datasources/nisvs/index.html] 


· About 1 in 4 women and nearly 1 in 10 men have experienced contact sexual violence, physical violence, and/or stalking by an intimate partner during their lifetime and reported some form of IPV-related impact.
· Over 43 million women and 38 million men have experienced psychological aggression by an intimate partner in their lifetime.

	The CDC reports that about 11 million women and 5 million men who reported intimate partner violence said they experienced these forms of violence before the age of 18. Domestic violence often results in serious injury and/or death. “Data from U.S. crime reports suggest that about 1 in 5 homicide victims are killed by an intimate partner.” Tragically, it is reported that more than 50 percent of female victims in the U.S. die at the hands of their abuser.[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  Intimate Partner Violence, CDC, 2021.] 


	Survivors of domestic violence frequently experience harm both physically and psychosomatically in the form of heart disease, reproductive difficulties, muscle and bone injuries from minor to serious injuries, nervous system complications, and other chronic stressors. Moreover, survivors often endure lingering mental health issues including post-traumatic stress disorder and long-term depression. As a result, victims are at “higher risk for engaging in behaviors such as smoking, binge drinking, and sexual risk behaviors,”. According to the CDC, the costs associated with domestic violence are estimated at $3.6 trillion annually, with the cost for a victim over their lifetime being $103,767 for women and $23,414 for men.[footnoteRef:4][footnoteRef:5] [4:  Ibid.]  [5:  For a Baltimore Sun analysis of the impact of domestic violence in Baltimore City, please see https://www.baltimoresun.com/news/crime/bs-md-ci-cr-domestic-violence-increases-20210402-6lfzejoqonbsdc4erd2pwvyq6a-story.html. ] 


[bookmark: _Hlk74575618]BCHD and Domestic Violence
 
	BCHD has focused on an upstream approach to addressing intimate partner violence. The Office of Youth and Trauma Services Supporting Our Students (SOS) has implemented the Dating Matters® Strategies to Promote Healthy Teen Relationships curriculum, a comprehensive teen dating violence prevention model developed by the CDC to stop teen dating violence before it starts. Dating Matters is an evidence-based teen dating violence prevention model that includes prevention strategies for individuals, peers, families, schools, and neighborhoods. It focuses on teaching 11-14 year-old youths healthy relationship skills before they start dating, and reducing behaviors that increase the risk for dating violence, like substance abuse and sexual risk-taking.[footnoteRef:6] Since 2016, four high schools in West Baltimore City have taken part in SOS: [6:  https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/intimatepartnerviolence/datingmatters/index.html ] 


· [bookmark: _Hlk74577988]ConneXions: A Community Based Arts School
· Frederick Douglas High School
· Reginald F. Lewis School of Business and Law
· Renaissance Academy

	Unfortunately, COVID-19 prevented many youth from attending school, with a resulting decrease in participation in community-based programming in school settings. To address this issue, in year 4, SOS expanded to include the following community-based organizations: 

· AZIZA/PE&CE
· Let’s Thrive Baltimore
· Truth to Power, Baltimore

	In years one through four, SOS has educated 835 Baltimore City youth on identifying behaviors that could lead to dating violence, how to connect to resources if faced with dating violence, and successful methods of conflict mediation. 

	It should also be noted that the SOS Safe Dates curriculum equips our youth with knowledge that will help them identify abusive relationships versus healthy relationships. Helping them to identify red flags and signs of teen dating violence, while connecting those victims and perpetrators of teen dating violence to the appropriate resources. 

	Downstream, screening is a critical tool used by BCHD’s Bureau of Maternal and Child Health (MCH).  Since the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic in March 2022, many of BCHD’s MCH programs have been using telehealth, which has presented multiple challenges for completing intimate partner violence (IPV) screenings.  Across all MCH programs, there has been a decline in the number of completed IPV assessments. Notably, clients appear to feel more at risk during a telehealth visit and program staff are not always 100% certain that a client is able to speak privately. As a result, some programs have established guidelines and helpful resources with details on establishing and maintaining safety. Nevertheless, IPV screening is a major priority for the MCH system in FY22 as programs begin back in person.

Services and Care Coordination

	BCHD’s first point of universal screening is through HealthCare Access Maryland (HCAM) either after receipt of a prenatal risk assessment or a postpartum infant and maternal referral from a hospital after a baby is delivered.  The screening is completed by trained nurses and/or social workers.[footnoteRef:7] If screening results are positive, a HCAM outreach staffer starts a conversation around safety and resources. HCAM often refers many pregnant and postpartum women into home visiting (HV) services within MCH. Moreover, clients and patients are often referred to House of Ruth. [7:  The questions were recently updated with the AHC project based on CMS recommended questions, including:
 
How often does anyone, including family and friends, physically hurt you?
How often does anyone, including family and friends, insult or talk down to you?
How often does anyone, including family and friends, threaten you with harm?
 
The answer options include: Never      Rarely      Sometimes      Fairly often      Frequently] 


	Additionally, the Youth Services and Advocacy Project (YSAP) housed within BCHD provides services to primary and secondary victims of violence between ages 11 and 24.[footnoteRef:8] Since October of 2020, YSAP has provided services for 119 victims, of which 29 (24 percent) were identified as domestic violence/intimate partner violence victims.  [8:  For more information and/or support: 410.396.2206] 


	For all victims of crime, a Confidential Intake/Background Assessment Packet is completed which includes the following (Note: this is not an exhaustive list):

· Client Information (demographics)
· Housing Stabilization Determination
· Rental Assistance Determination
· Types of Victimization
· Abuse and Neglect
· Violent Crime (domestic and family violence
· Property Crime
· Human Trafficking
· Hate Crime
· Other (i.e, bullying, stalking harassment, identity theft, etc.)
· Medical Health History
· Trauma history
· Substance use
· Mental health diagnosis
· Social and Community Support
· Social Needs
· Service Plan
· Referrals
· Consent
· PTSD Assessment
· Youth and Adult

	YSAP has provided funds toward relocation as well as partnered with agencies that provide job training with daycare that gives guaranteed employment at the end of the training. YSAP supports and service linkages include, but are not limited to, the following fields:

· Mental health services and supports
· Employment opportunities
· Housing assistance
· Transportation assistance
· Educational services
· Trauma-focused peer support groups

	Partners providing referrals or services have been provided with a YSAP brochure of services as well as a one-pager providing an overview of the program. YSAP has received referrals from the following municipal agencies and community-based organizations with specific focus on domestic/intimate partner violence:

· State’s Attorney’s Office Victim Services 
· House of Ruth
· ConneXions: A Community Based Arts School
· Renaissance Academy
· Keys Development
· Homeless Shelters (Michelle Smalls)
· Baltimore City Health Department - Internal Referrals
· Local Care Teams
· Self-referrals

	YSAP has provided outgoing referrals to House of Ruth and the Rebuild, Overcome, and Rise (ROAR) Center at the University of Maryland for legal support. Additionally, all OYTS staff have been trained by the Governor’s Maryland Safe at Home program on how to make proper referrals. The program protects the identity of domestic violence victims from their abusers and any agency or organization including the courts knowing where the victim resides.[footnoteRef:9]  [9:  Maryland Safe at Home, https://sos.maryland.gov/ACP/Pages/default.aspx] 


	Altogether, BCHD believes domestic/intimate partner violence is a serious public health threat. BCHD welcomes a discussion of how to best approach this threat and urges a favorable report for Council Bill #21-0039R. 
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