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October 26, 2022

The Honorable President and Members 
  of the Baltimore City Council
Attn:  Natawna B. Austin, Executive Secretary
Room 409, City Hall
100 N. Holliday Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21202

Re:  City Council Bill 22-0280 – Urban Renewal – Johnston Square – Amendment ___
    
Dear President and City Council Members:
 
City Council Bill 22-0280 is for the purpose of amending the Urban Renewal Plan for Johnston Square to reauthorize the acquisition of properties within the Project Area to extend the life of the Plan and to remove certain properties0 from the lists in Appendices A and B. The bill waives the statutory requirements for the content of a renewal plan and for the procedures for the preparation, adoption, and approval of a renewal plan. The current plan authorizes the acquisition of property within the URP area through and including December 31, 2022
City Council Bill 22-0280 will amend the acquisition authority to continue it through and including December 31, 2026.  In order for the ordinance to be effective to reauthorize acquisition authority, the Plan requires review by the urban renewal corporation. In addition, the Plan requires that a public hearing take place. Johnston Square URP, Sec. E.
The Baltimore City Code Art. 13, Sec.2-6(g) further provides that “No change may be made to any Renewal Plan or Conservation Plan unless that change is approved by an ordinance of the Mayor and City Council.” “An ordinance seeking to amend a Renewal Plan or Conservation Plan must be adopted and approved in the same manner as that required by this section for the adoption and approval of a new Renewal Plan.” 
Renewal of the acquisition authority is not a technical amendment, therefore, Sec. 2-6(g)(3) requires that the posting requirement in Sec. 2-6(d) be followed. In addition, the Plan requires that “the Department of Housing and Community Development shall submit to the Johnston Square Project Area Committee, or its successor, for its review and comments all proposed amendments to this Urban Renewal Plan no later than at the time the proposed amendments are submitted to the Director of the City Planning Department by the Department of Housing and Community Development. The written comments and recommendations from this review shall be submitted to the Department of Housing and Community Development no later than 3 weeks after they have been submitted to the Johnston Square Project Area Committee, or its successor; otherwise it is presumed the proposed changes are satisfactory. Prior to passage of any ordinance amending the Urban Renewal Plan, a public hearing shall be held. The Johnston Square Project Area Committee, or its successor, shall receive, at least ten days prior to such hearing, written notice of the time and place of such hearing. With respect to any land in the Project Area previously disposed of by the City for use in accordance with the urban renewal plan, the then owner of such land, whose interests therein are materially affected by such changes, shall receive, at least ten days prior to such hearing, written notice of the time and place of such hearing and information as to where the proposed amendment may be inspected.”
Provided that all procedural requirements are satisfied, the Law Department can approve the bill for form and legal sufficiency. 

                                                                                                                                                    
                                                                        Sincerely,
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                                                                     Elena R. DiPietro	  








Cc:  Nikki Thompson
       Nina Themelis
      Sophia Grebrehiwot
       Hilary Ruley
       Ashlea Brown
       Jeff Hochstetler
       Dereka bolden
        Michele Toth
        Tim Mcgee
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