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HEARING NOTES

[bookmark: Dropdown5]:  20-0242R


Informational Hearing: Maryland Transit Administration’s Pandemic Response 
and the Upcoming School Year
Committee:  Transportation
[bookmark: Dropdown15][bookmark: Dropdown12]Chaired By:   

Hearing Date:  	September 9, 2020
Time (Beginning):	4:10 PM	
Time (Ending):	5:15 PM
Location: 		Webex Virtual Hearing
Total Attendance:	~75

Committee Members in Attendance:
     , Vice Chair	Bullock, John


[bookmark: Check4][bookmark: Check2][bookmark: Check3]Bill Synopsis in the file?	|_| yes    |_| no    |_| n/a
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[bookmark: Check6]Agency reports read?	|_| yes    |_| no    |_| n/a
[bookmark: Check7]Hearing televised (taped)or audio-digitally recorded?	|_| yes    |_| no    |_| n/a
[bookmark: Check8]Certification of advertising/posting notices in the file?	|_| yes    |_| no    |_| n/a
[bookmark: Check9]Evidence of notification to property owners?	|_| yes    |_| no    |_| n/a
Final vote taken at this hearing?	|_| yes    |_| no    |_| n/a
Motioned by:	………. 
Seconded by	………  
Final Vote: …………………………………………………………. 


Major Speakers
(This is not an attendance record.)

· Dr. Sonja Santelises, CEO, Baltimore City Public Schools System
· Dr. Lynette Washington, Baltimore City Public Schools
· Mr. Liam Davis, Baltimore City Department of Transportation
· Ms. Monica White, Baltimore City Department of Transportation
· Mr. Charles Penny, Baltimore City Department of Transportation
· Mr. Victor Tervala, Law Department 
· Ms. Melissa Schobar, Parent and Community Advisory Board, PCAB
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Mr. Jed Weeks, Bikemore


Major Issues Discussed

1.   Councilmember Ryan Dorsey convened the hearing, introduced committee members and stated the purpose for the hearing.
2.   Dr. Sonja Santelises gave a presentation (Baltimore City Public Schools’ (BCPS) Reopening Plan) outlining core principles for reopening schools which were developed by sixteen (16) workgroups.  Much consideration for BCPS’ plan was devoted to health, safety and fiscal impact. 
3.   Dr. Lynette Washington provided information about school transportation and a partnership formed with Mass Transit Administration (MTA).  At BCPS town hall meetings, parents expressed concerns about delays in routes due to social distancing on buses and fewer buses on routes, as well as, lack of access to school sites. Face masks are mandated by BCPS.  On yellow buses there is an intensified cleaning protocol. Student and staff training will be implemented.  MTA changes will impact travel time and student accessibility.  
4.   Councilmember Leon Pinkett commented about the impact MTA service changes would have on student accessibility to schools and services.  BCPS expressed the need to have a data sharing agreement with MTA so that BCPS could do a more focused analysis of ridership.
5.   Mr. Liam Davis gave a presentation (Baltimore City Department of Transportation - Transportation Committee Hearing – 20-0242R) about preparations for the Charm City Circulator vehicles for the 2020 – 2021 school year.  Face masks are mandated.
6.   Mr. Victor Tervala presented the Law Department’s report stressing that the hearing was the proper place to discuss related matters.
7. Committee members asked presenters questions.
8. Public testimony was taken. Mr. Timothy Sandoval testified in opposition to MTA service changes.  Ms. Melissa Schobar read a position statement from Parent and Community Advisory Board (PCAB) in opposition to MTA service changes.  Mr. Jed Weeks asked whether MTA, in its analysis, considered transit access to doctors’ offices and other similar types of businesses.  MTA responded that health centers and hospitals were part of the initial analysis, but not doctors’ offices.  Mobility Links will be impacted by service changes by January 2022. 
10.The hearing was recessed. 


Further Study

Was further study requested?					|_| Yes    |_| No
If yes, describe. 




Committee Vote:

, Chairman	
	
Bullock, John	
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