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August 27, 2020

The Honorable President and Members
  of the Baltimore City Council
Attn: Natawna B. Austin, Executive Secretary
Room 409, City Hall
100 N. Holliday Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21202

Re:	City Council Bill 20-0593– Tax Sales – Property Exempt from Sale

Dear Madame President and City Council Members:

The Law Department has reviewed City Council Bill 20-0593 for form and legal sufficiency.  This bill is for the purpose of directing the Director of Finance to withhold properties from tax sale that are owned by low-income individuals, individuals 65 years or older, or disabled
 individuals. The bill defines certain terms and requires that the Director of Finance adopt regulations to implement the requirements of the law. In addition, at the Director of Finance must submit an annual report to the Mayor and City Council.

             The City Council is given authority for this legislation in the Tax Property Art., Sec. 14-811(f).  That section provides that the “governing body of a county or municipal corporation may withhold from sale a dwelling owned by a homeowner who is low-income, at least 65 years old, or disabled if the homeowner meets eligibility criteria established by the county or municipal corporation.” Other than being consistent with the definitions of “dwelling” and “homeowner”, the enabling legislation gives the City Council broad authority to establish eligibility criteria.

The bill is consistent with the authority granted to the City by the State enabling legislation. Accordingly, the Law Department approves the bill for form and legal sufficiency.



Sincerely,


Elena R. DiPietro
Chief Solicitor


cc:  Dana P. Moore, City Solicitor
       Matthew Stegman, Mayor’s Office of Government Relations
      Caylin Young, President’s Legislative Director            
      Dominic McAlily         
      Nina Themelis, MOGR
      Hilary Ruley, Chief Solicitor
      Victor Tervala, Chief Solicitor
      Ashlea Brown, Assistant Solicitor
      Avery Aisenstark
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cc:  Dana P. Moore, City Solicitor
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