



HEARING NOTES

Bill: 22-0225, 22-0206, & 22-0205

Vacant Structures – Nuisance Abatement Penalty ( 22-0225) , Vacant Structures – Registration Fees & Penalties (22-0206) , & Vacant Structures – Emergency Response Fee (22-0205)

Committee:  	Economic and Community Development
Chaired by: 	Sharon Green Middleton

Hearing Date:  	March 12, 2024
Time (Beginning):	2:15 PM	
Time (Ending):	2:45 PM 
Location: 		Du Burns Council Chamber / Webex 
Total Attendance:	Approximately 18
Committee Members in Attendance:	
Sharon Green Middleton	Odette Ramos		Robert Stokes		Ryan Dorsey
	

Bill Synopsis in the file?	☒ YES    ☐ NO    ☐ N/A
Attendance sheet in the file?	☒ YES    ☐ NO    ☐ N/A
Agency reports read?	☒ YES    ☐ NO    ☐ N/A
Hearing televised or audio-digitally recorded?	☒ YES    ☐ NO    ☐ N/A
Certification of advertising/posting notices in the file?	☐ YES    ☐ NO    ☒ N/A
Evidence of notification to property owners?	☐ YES    ☐ NO    ☒ N/A
Final vote taken at this hearing?	☐ YES    ☒ NO    ☐ N/A
Motioned by:	
Seconded by:	
Final Vote:	

Major Speakers
(This is not an attendance record.)
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Jason Wright – DHCD[footnoteRef:1] [1:  DHCD = Department of Housing and Community Development] 

Stephanie Murdock – DHCD
Fabienne Dorceus -BCIT[footnoteRef:2] [2:  BCIT = Baltimore City Information Technology] 

Erin Murphy – BPD[footnoteRef:3] [3:  BPD = Baltimore Police Department] 

Ty’lor Schnella – MOGR[footnoteRef:4] [4:  MOGR= Mayor’s Office of Government Relations] 

Jeff  Hochstetler – Law Dept
Kim Washington – BCFD[footnoteRef:5] [5:  BCFD= Baltimore City Fire Department] 

Pedro Aponte - Finance

Jason Hessler – DHCD
Major Issues Discussed

1. Chairwoman Middleton called the hearing to order and read the bills titles and purpose.
2. Chairwoman Middleton introduced the members of the committee present at the hearing
3. Agency reports
a. Mayor’s Office of Government Relations 
b. Law
i. Amendments for 22-0206 (see attached)
c. DHCD
i. Amendments for 22-0225 (see attached)
ii. Amendments for 22-0205 ( see attached)
d. Finance
e. BPD
f. BCFD
g. BCIT 
4. The floor was open to members of the committee for questions
a. House Bill 2 was discussed as an additional means of moving forward with one intent of this legislation – moving vacant properties into the in-rem foreclosure process.  The bill is currently under consideration in the State Legislature.
b. Fee use – what is it for – where is it going.
i. The fee would be to reimburse the city for expenses from vacant structures.
ii. These fees because property owners are not likely to pay them will move structures into the in-rem foreclosure process.
c. Would DHCD support and increased fee if the registration period was still a year instead of 6 months? Possible amendment.
5. The floor was opened to Public Testimony – no testimony was received.
6. The hearing was recessed.

Further Study

Was further study requested?					☐ Yes    ☒ No

If yes, describe. 

Committee Vote:

Sharon Green Middleton:	
John Bullock:	
Mark Conway:	
Ryan Dorsey:	
Antonio Glover:	
Odette Ramos:	
Robert Stokes:	


Anthony Leva, Committee Staff			Date:	October 11, 2023
				
Cc:	Bill File
	OCS Chrono File
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