CITY OF BALTIMORE
RESOLUTION
Council Bill 18-0264
(Charter Amendment)

Introduced by: The Council President

At the request of: The Administration (Mayor’s Charter Review Commission)
Introduced and read first time: June 11, 2018

Assigned to: Judiciary and Legislative Investigations Committee

Committee Report: Favorable with amendments

Council action: Adopted

Read second time: June 25, 2018

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL CONCERNING

Charter Amendment — €harter- Commission-GeneralRecommendations
Department of Legislative Reference

ZonmgAppeals™dectstons-to-Statetaw; replacmg the Board of Legislative Reference with an
ad hoc board appointed by the Mayor, the President of the City Council, and the Comptroller;
allowing the newly restructured ad hoc Board of Legislative Reference to make
recommendations regarding the hiring of a Director of Legislative Reference; removing the
Civil Service status of the Director of Legislative Reference; making the Director of
Legislative Reference removable for any reason rather than just for incompetence or neglect
of duties; and allowing the Mayor and the President of the City Counc11 to Jomtly appomt and
remove the Drrector of Iegrslatrve Reference

ExpLANATION: Underlining indicates matter added by amendment.
Strike-out indicates matter stricken by amendment.
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Council Bill 18-0264

arter ReviewCo isstonpublicalty report-onitsfindings-to-the Mayor-and-City- Cotnet
clarifymngand-conformmgrefated-provistons; setting a special effective dates date for the
proposed Charter amemdments amendment; and submitting this amendment to the qualified
voters of the City for adoption or rejection.

BY proposing to amend

Article VII - Executive Departments
Section(s) 90, 91, and 92
Baltimore City Charter

(1996 Edition)
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BY proposing to repeal

Council Bill 18-0264

Article VII - Executive Departments

Section 93
Baltimore City Charter

(1996 Edition)

By proposing to renumber and amend

Article VII - Executive Departments

Section 92 to be new Section 93

Baltimore City Charter

(1996 Edition)

SECTION 1. BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF BALTIMORE, That the

City Charter is proposed to be amended to read as follows:
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Article VII. Executive Departments

Department of Legislative Reference
§ 90. Department of Legislative Reference: Established.
There is a Department of Legislative Reference, the head of which shall be [a Board of
Legislative Reference] THE DIRECTOR OF LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE WHO SHALL SUPERVISE
AND DIRECT THE DEPARTMENT.,

§ 91. [Department of Legislative Reference: Director — Appointment, qualifications, etc.]
BOARD OF THE DEPARTMENT OF LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE.

(A) AD HOC BOARD.

THERE IS A BOARD OF THE DEPARTMENT OF LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE, WHICH FROM TIME
TO TIME SHALL BE ESTABLISHED PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION.

(B) COMPOSITION OF BOARD.

(1) THE BOARD SHALL BE COMPOSED OF 3 MEMBERS. THE MAYOR, THE PRESIDENT OF
THE CITY COUNCIL, AND THE COMPTROLLER SHALL EACH APPOINT 1 MEMBER TO THE
BOARD.

(2) THE BOARD SHALL BE APPOINTED WITHOUT REGARD TO POLITICAL AFFILIATION, AND
IS NOT SUBJECT TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF ARTICLE IV, § 8. {“MINORITY PARTY
REPRESENTATION”’} OF THIS CHARTER.

(3) NO MEMBER OF THE BOARD MAY BE A CITY EMPLOYEE OR AN ELECTED OFFICIAL
OTHER THAN A MEMBER OF THE JUDICIARY.

(4) THE BOARD SHALL ELECT A CHAIR FROM AMONG ITS MEMBERS.
(C) FILLING A VACANCY.

(1) WHENEVER THE MAYOR AND THE PRESIDENT OF THE CITY COUNCIL FIND THAT THE
POSITION OF DIRECTOR OF LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE IS VACANT, THE BOARD SHALL BE
APPOINTED WITHIN 6 WEEKS OF THAT FINDING.

(2) THE BOARD SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL ACTIVITIES BY WHICH CANDIDATES TO
FILL THE VACANCY ARE SOLICITED, INVESTIGATED, INTERVIEWED, AND
RECOMMENDED FOR APPOINTMENT.

(3) THE BOARD SHALL RECOMMEND NO LESS THAN 2, AND NO MORE THAN 3, CANDIDATES
FOR APPOINTMENT TO THE MAYOR AND THE PRESIDENT OF THE CITY COUNCIL.

(4) UPON THE APPOINTMENT OF THE DIRECTOR OF LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE, THE BOARD
SHALL BE DEEMED DISSOLVED AND ITS WORK COMPLETED.
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§ 92. [§ 91.] Department of Legislative Reference: Director [ — Appointment, qualifications,
etc.|

[(a) Appointment; Tenure.]
[The Director shall be appointed by the Board of Legislative Reference, shall be a
member of the Civil Service, shall hold office during good behavior, and shall be subject
to removal by a majority of the Board members for incompetence or neglect of duties. ]
(A)[(b) Head of Department,| Qualifications.

[The Director of Legislative Reference shall supervise and direct the Department. |

The Director shall have substantial experience in law, legislative drafting, or library
administration.

(B) APPOINTMENT.
UPON RECEIPT OF A RECOMMENDATION BY AN AD HOC BOARD OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE PURSUANT TO § 91(C) {“BOARD OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE: FILLING A VACANCY”’} OF THIS ARTICLE, A DIRECTOR MAY BE
APPOINTED BY THE AFFIRMATIVE VOTE OF BOTH THE MAYOR AND THE PRESIDENT OF THE
CITY COUNCIL.

(C) REMOVAL.

THE DIRECTOR MAY BE REMOVED FROM OFFICE BY THE AFFIRMATIVE VOTE OF BOTH THE
MAYOR AND THE PRESIDENT OF THE CITY COUNCIL.

(D)[(c)] Salary.

The Director’s salary shall be set in the Ordinance of Estimates.
§ 93. [§ 92.] Department of Legislative Reference: Director — Powers and duties.

The Director:

(a) Legislative matters.
shall investigate and report upon the laws of this and other states and cities relating to any
subject requested by the Mayor, any committee of the City Council or the head of any
department;
accumulate data in relation to the practical operation and effect of such laws;
investigate and collect all available information relating to any matter which is the subject

of proposed legislation by the General Assembly of Maryland, or the City Council of
Baltimore;
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examine acts, ordinances and records of any state or city, and report the result thereof to
the Mayor, any committee of the City Council or the head of any department requesting
the same;

prepare or advise in the preparation of any bill, ordinance or resolution when requested so
to do by any member of the City Council; and

preserve and collect all information obtained, carefully indexed and arranged so as to be
at all times easily accessible to city officers and open to the inspection of the general
public.

Records and archives.

shall keep all the books, documents, archives, records, official plats, papers and
proceedings of the City except those in current use or whose custody the Board of
Estimates shall by resolution otherwise direct or authorize;

carefully collect, arrange and safely keep a complete series of the ordinances, resolutions
and proceedings of the City;

receive and keep all other documents pertaining to the City which the Director may deem
of historic value or be instructed so to do by ordinance or by resolution of the Board of
Estimates;

[retain] PROVIDE FOR THE RETENTION OF such books, documents, papers, plats or archives
in the Department, [but permit] AND PROVIDE FOR their inspection and reproduction by
the public under such reasonable regulations and supervision as the Director may
prescribe;

carefully prepare and keep an index of all books, papers, records and documents in the
custody of the Department; and

keep a current separate index of all rules and regulations of other departments and
agencies of the City.

Staff.
may appoint such employees as may be provided in the Ordinance of Estimates.
Duties prescribed by law.

perform such other duties as prescribed by law.

[§ 93. Department of Legislative Reference: Board.]

[The Board of Legislative Reference shall be comprised of

the Mayor,

the City Solicitor,
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the President of the Johns Hopkins University,

the Deans of the University of Maryland and University of Baltimore Schools of Law,

a member of the City Council selected by the Council and

the Director of the Enoch Pratt Library.]
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SECTION 3 2. AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the amendments to Article VII, Sections
90, 91, 92, and 93;and+1t7 of the City Charter shall become effective on January 1, 2019.

SECTION 4 3. AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Director of Legislative Reference
holding office at the time the amendments to Article VII, Sections 90, 91, 92 and 93 become
effective shall remain in the office until, pursuant to the amendments, reappointment or the
appointment of a successor.

SECTION 5 4. AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that these proposed amendments to the City
Charter be submitted to the legal and qualified voters of Baltimore City, for adoption or rejection,
in accordance with Article XI-A, § 5 of the Maryland Constitution, in the form specified by the
City Solicitor.

Certified as duly passed this day of , 20

President, Baltimore City Council

Certified as duly delivered to Her Honor, the Mayor,

this day of , 20

Chief Clerk

Approved this day of , 20

Mayor, Baltimore City
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