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BMP – Best Management Practice, these include structural (ponds), ESD, and alternative practices.  
CRS - Community Rating System, an NFIP program that provides incentives for NFIP communities to complete activities that reduce flood hazard risk. When the community completes specified activities, the insurance premiums of policyholders in these communities are reduced
Critical Infrastructure- The assets, systems, and networks, whether physical or virtual, so vital that their incapacitation or destruction would have a debilitating effect on security, national economic security, national public health or safety, or any combination thereof.  
DP3 – Disaster Preparedness and Planning Project 
Design storm - A prescribed hyetograph and total precipitation amount (for a specific duration, recurrence frequency) used to estimate runoff for a hypothetical storm for the purposes of analyzing existing drainage, designing new drainage facilities or assessing other impacts of a proposed project on the flow of surface water.
Duration- How long a hazard event lasts.
EPA – United States Environmental Protection Agency
ERP – Emergency Response Plan
ESD - Environmental Site Design (aka Low Impact Development / LID), comprehensive strategy for maintaining predevelopment runoff characteristics by integrating site design, natural hydrology, and smaller controls to capture and treat runoff at the source, like micro-bioretention.  Typically, used as an example of green infrastructure.  
Flash Flood- A flood event occurring with little or no warning where water levels rise at an extremely fast rate.  
FEMA – Federal Emergency Management Agency
Flood- A general and temporary condition of partial or complete inundation of normally dry land areas from (1) the overflow of inland or tidal waters, (2) the unusual and rapid accumulation or runoff of surface waters from any source, or (3) mudflows or the sudden collapse of shoreline land.  
Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM)- Map of a community, prepared by FEMA that shows both the special flood hazard areas and the risk premium zones applicable to the community.  
Floodplain- Any land area, including watercourse, susceptible to partial or complete inundation by water from any source. 
Floodway- The channel of a river or other watercourse and the adjacent land areas that must be reserved in order to discharge the 1-percent-annual-chance flood without cumulatively increasing the water surface elevation by more than a designated height.  
Frequency- A measure of how often events of a particular magnitude are expected to occur. Frequency describes how often a hazard of a specific magnitude, duration, and/or extent typically occurs, on average. The reliability of this information varies depending on the kind of hazard being considered.

H & H Model – Hydrologic and hydraulic model. 
Impervious Surface - Surfaces that prevent stormwater from infiltrating to below the ground, includes rooftops, pavement, and gravel.
Inlet – Structure for capturing runoff.  Also known as catch basin. 
Intensity- A measure of the effects of a hazard event at a particular place.
MDE – Maryland Department of Environment
MEP – Maximum Extent Practicable
MEMA – Maryland Emergency Management Agency
MS4 – Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System
NFIP - National Flood Insurance Program 
NPDES – National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
Nuisance flooding- high tide flooding, occurring with or without precipitation, that causes disruptions to daily activities.  Also known as “sunny day flooding”.
NWS – National Weather Service
Pluvial flooding – accumulation of flood waters on the landscape, independent of an overflowing water body 
Riverine flooding – accumulation of flood waters associated with a waterway
Runoff - The portion of water during a storm that runs over the land instead of evaporating or being soaked through the ground surface.
Qualitative Control – A system of practices that reduces or eliminates pollutants that might otherwise be carried by surface runoff.  Design parameters include water quality volume and recharge volume.  Water quality volume can be converted into equivalent acreage of ISR.   
Quantitative Control - A system of practices that controls the increased volume and rate of surface runoff caused by man-made changes to the land.  Design parameters include channel protection volume and flood protection volumes.   
Repetitive Loss Property- A property that is currently insured for which two or more National Flood Insurance Program losses (occurring more than ten days apart) of at least $1000 each have been paid within any 10- year period since 1978
Urban Flooding - accumulation of floodwaters that result when the inflow of stormwater exceeds the capacity of drainage system to infiltrator water into the soil or to carry it away
Watershed- An area of land that drains down slope to the lowest point, discharging to a river or other body of water. Also known as a drainage area. 
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