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May 13, 2024


The Honorable President and Members 
  of the Baltimore City Council
Attn:  Natawna B. Austin, Executive Secretary
Room 409, City Hall
100 N. Holliday Street
Baltimore, Maryland  21202

Re:  City Council Bill 24-0520 - Parking Facilitators and Taxes
 
President and City Council Members:
	The Law Department has reviewed City Council Bill 24-0520 for form and legal sufficiency.  The bill requires online, mobile, and other third-party booking platforms for parking spaces to pay the City parking tax required by City Code Article 28, 
       
	Parking facilitators, such as Spot Hero, are playing a greater role in the parking activity of residents and visitors in the Baltimore City and in cities across the country. These services find a parking spot for a vehicle. The driver pays the fee online and proceeds to park their vehicle at the reserved time and place. Under the current City Code language, the parking tax is paid by the parker for the privilege of using the parking spot. See Art. 28, Sec. 22-2. The tax is collected by the operator of the facility where the parking takes place. Sec.22-5. The current law defines “operator” as any person who controls conducts or operates a parking lot or garage. The current language, therefore, does not reach the parking facilitator who is accepting payment for the parking space in the same manner as the operator.
In order to provide for the application of the parking tax to a facilitator, the bill expands the definition of “parking” to include parking “through coordination with a facilitator.” ‘Facilitator” is defined as a "business entity that makes parking spaces in the city available for use by a person through online, mobile or other third-party booking platforms for a certain amount of time and for a fee." The bill then expands the scope of the application of the tax to include any fee paid or collected, directly or indirectly, by the operator of a parking lot or garage or a facilitator. The bill then expands the authority to collect the tax to include facilitators.
The changes in the definitions and authority in this bill allow for the application of the parking tax to parkers in parking spaces that are reserved and paid for through facilitators. This provides for fair application of the parking tax by taxing all parkers whether they pay for parking at the facility or pay online by ensuring that all are subject to liability for the parking tax.
There are no legal impediments to the passage of this bill. The Law Department, therefore, approves the bill for form and legal sufficiency.  


                                                                        Sincerely,

                                                                     [image: ]
                                                                     Elena R. DiPietro	  





cc:  	Ebony Thompson, City Solicitor
Nina Themelis, Mayor’s Office of Government Relations
	Hilary Ruley, Chief Solicitor
	Ashlea Brown, Chief Solicitor
	Michelle Toth, Assistant Solicitor
         Ahleah Knapp
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