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April 15, 2021
The Honorable President 
Members of the City Council
c/o Natawna Austin, Executive Secretary
409 City Hall
Baltimore, MD 21202


RE: City Council Bill 21-0049 – Prohibited Disposal – Fines and Reporting

Dear President and Members
         You have requested the advice of the Law Department regarding City Council Bill 21-0049.  City Council Bill 21-0049 modifies the applicable environmental control citation and civil citation  fines for violating Title 7, Subtitle 6 of the Baltimore City Health Code regrding prohibited disposal of certain types of waste and other materials and requires that the Health Commissioner submit an annual report detailing certain information regarding the City’s prohibited disposal laws.
[bookmark: _GoBack]         Article 2 Section 48 of the Baltimore City Charter grants the mayor and City Council in Baltimore the authority to provide for civil and criminal fines and penalties for violations of any ordinance rule or regulation.   That section, however, limits the amount of any fines to $1,000 and/or imprisonment for period no longer than twelve months.
         City Council bill 21-0049 proposes to raise the fines for violations of the Health Code Title 7, Subtitle 6 Prohibited Disposal to $1000 regardless of the amount. This increase is applicable to ECB citations, civil citations and is already the maximum fine for a criminal violation.  
          Based on the foregoing analysis, this bill is consistent with the Charter authority of the City Council.    The Law Department can, therefore, approve the bill for form and legal sufficiency.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.


                                                                             Sincerely yours,
 	        
                                                      [image: ]	
	            Elena R. DiPietro
						    Chief Solicitor
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