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CITY SCHOOLS PRINCIPALS

Tammatha Woodhouse 
Principal, Renaissance Academy High School 

Tracey Pratt 
Principal, Sandtown-Winchester Achievement Academy 

Miguel Cervantes Del Toro
Principal, Callaway Elementary 

Kelly Carideo 
Principal, Beechfield Elementary/Middle

Kamala Carnes 
Principal, Augusta Fells Savage 

Olia Hardy 
Principal, William Paca Elementary  

Tamika Daniels
Principal, GWF McMechen & Joseph C. Briscoe Academy 

STUDENT

Matin Thomas – Seventh Grader
Baltimore Design School 

PARENTS 

Geoffrey Washington – Parent 
Federal Hill PTA President 

Shamar Hodge – Parent 
Empowerment Academy
 
	Kasheema Jackaon – Parent 
Dorothy I. Height 
	(See attached 1:40 video that the parent recorded from her workplace to be played during public 
comment.  If necessary, Melissa Broome can project video from her screen.)

	K.B. Smith – Grandparent / Primary Caregiver 
	Carver, Liberty, & ACCE 
	(See written statement below to be read aloud during public comment)

Malibu Magina – Parent
Vanguard, Moravia, Patterson High
	(See written statement below to be read aloud during public comment)

	Brittany Turner – Parent 
	Beechfield Elementary/Middle 
	(See written statement below to be read aloud during public comment) 





Please see below for public testimony from three City Schools parents who are unable to attend this evening’s hearing.  The parents appreciate that someone will read their written statement aloud on their behalf. 
 
Statement of K.B. Smith 

Hello Everyone – 

I am a grandparent and primary caregiver of three Baltimore City Public students at Carver High School, Liberty Elementary and ACCE. First, I would like to thank the teachers and staff at Carver for being understanding and keeping me on point and also the team at ACCE for wrapping around my granddaughter and helping her to stay well and focused during what has been a tough time for her and everyone in our family. 

My husband and I are the sole providers and caregivers for my grandbabies in grades 12th, 6th and 5th grades and virtual learning has not been easy for any of us. We tried it. And it’s not working. It has been so hard to engage them and keep them motivated. Getting them up in the morning when we have to work and be out of the home and keeping the same routine has been a challenge. We work in the food service and medical fields and are essential workers. So, the routine that we once had when school was open is just not there. 

Emotionally, our children are not okay. For our senior, who is in the P-tech program and loved the hands-on work with computers with his friends and teachers – it has been the hardest. Right now, we are just praying that he is able to graduate and make it through. We can’t see the road ahead for him because it is just too much. 

I want everyone to be safe and healthy. I want our teachers to be supported too. I have family that have been impacted by COVID. So, I know why some are against going back and I understand that. But I think families should have a choice. Especially for children that are not doing well at home. I think that if the conditions in schools are safe, and we follow the guidelines and educate everyone on how to stay safe, all families should be able to choose to go to school in-person. Especially if virtual learning is not working. 

All of my grandchildren have experienced trauma and our family has been impacted by substance abuse, loss and grief for most of our lives. Getting a good education and doing well in school, going to college and having a career is the one thing that we knew could help change some of what they have been through. It is the hope that we have for them. But right now, their mental health and learning have been negatively impacted. We are asking the people who make the decisions to consider the needs of the families that need the schools to reopen. We are not looking for babysitters. We are just hoping that you work hard to find a way to serve the students that need to be in school. We need a solution that meets their needs and keeps them learning. 

Thank you, 
K. B. Smith 
3013 Ferndale Avenue, Baltimore, MD 21207 
443-410-2499
Statement of Malibu Magina

Greetings. My name is Malibu Magina. I am a parent of students in grades Pre-K, 2nd, 5th, 7th, 10th and 11th. 

I speak on behalf of Swahili speaking families. There are a lot of us who feel this way. We came to America and want to make sure that our children get a good education. 

We are hustlers, just like any other immigrant that is here trying to navigate this place and make a better life than what we had. Our children are not making progress. The online learning is very hard for us to do. We are struggling to keep them on task and doing the work. 

As an immigrant, our schools have been very supportive of our families and helping us adjust. This also helps our children with the learning too. When we have the support from the schools. But this is hard to do online. The language is an issue. It’s impossible to do it online and meet the needs of our children and how they need to learn. They are falling behind, and we don’t know what to do. 

If you reopen the schools, we will do our part to help keep everyone safe. We will teach our children to follow rules, wear masks and keep distance. Give it a try and help the students and families like us that want to be back in school. 

Thank you



Statement of Brittany Turner  

From: Brittany Turner <brittany2k10@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, February 3, 2021 11:19 AM
Subject: In-Person Learning 
 
My name is Brittany Turner and my kids attend Beechfield Elementary/Middle school. 

In-person learning has been a great help for my daughter, she was doing virtual learning from March until November and went back in the middle of November. With in-person learning my daughter is actually learning more because she can concentrate better with less interruptions and distractions. She's getting the structure and consistency that she needs to develop more academically, socially, and emotionally. In the classroom setting my child can get the help she needs when she doesn't understand something her teacher can give her a greater understanding along with examples from the teacher and other students. Teachers can control the learning environment at school unlike online they have to keep muting the students and do their best to gain order. 

In-person learning also helps with the support some parents need because we all don't have the patience to teach, meaning we went from reviewing and helping to actually teaching our kids and I believe teachers have a better way of learning how our kids learn, whether they are a visual learners, hands on, etc. 

I understand the risk of catching Covid-19 but I am willing to take that risk because my kids education is very important to me and at their age 11 and 6 it is crucial. (Yes I care about my kids health but look at the essential parents who actually go to work and when we have to go to the stores ourselves because I'm not leaving them home alone.) 

If I wasn't a single mother and could afford private school (a better education) I would, no disrespect. In-person learning also gives the students a routine to get up, go to school, come home and go back but at home they are so comfortable and some nights they sneak and stay up playing the PS5 all night then in the morning they are sleepy and not participating and so on. 

I just know from personal experience that at home doing virtual learning that my kids aren't learning anything and as a supportive parent I'm going to make sure their work is done whether they understand or not even if I have to do the work myself so they can pass which I don't want to do because it handicaps them in the long run. 

I just know even though my son is learning tech skills and not spreading the virus by doing virtual learning he also isn't learning and will be behind academically when moving to the 6th grade next school year and that will affect the teachers who will have students who are not ready for the next grade level and then it will become a ripple effect because the students are not reaching those academic levels because they are not doing in-person learning. 


