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	Subject
	Testimony: Bills 24-0562, 24-0563, 24-0564, 24-0565, and 24-0566

	Dear Members of the Ways and Means Committee,

As a real property owner in the Reservoir Hill community (on Eutaw Place) since 2008, I am writing in strong opposition to Bills 24-0562, 24-0563, 24-0564, 24-0565 and 24-0566.

The passage of these bills will mean that the City Council is approving the alleged illegal sale of land to further the unlawful B&P Tunnel Replacement Program, also known as the Frederick Douglass Replacement Program by the National Railroad Passenger Corporation (“Amtrak”). 

Amtrak will be using the right of way to this public land to further inequality along the new alignment. This disregard of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 is currently under investigation by the Federal Railroad Administration (Complaint No. 2024-0258). Selling land to Amtrak before a finding is made is aiding and abetting Amtrak in disregarding our constitutional rights as a community (i.e., Due Process and Equal Protection Clauses of the US Constitution). Please note the Federal Fair Housing Act (FFHA). When a housing provider violates the FFHA, who has an annual contribution contract with the US Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), such breach could result in loss of federal funding. Baltimore City government receives HUD funding.

Furthermore, Amtrak has not fulfilled their obligations to Section 106 and Section 110 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966. Thus, selling land to Amtrak before they have fulfilled their obligations is not only waving the rights of citizens and the city to preserve the historic character of our communities, but also failing to protect one of the oldest buildings along the alignment, which is also city owned, 2001 Park Avenue. Also, please no abuse of eminent domain powers, especially denial of due process and just compensation.

Amtrak has had a grim record of community engagement, per the press and other evidence. I received my first contact from Amtrak in August 2024 and the second was an offer (dated 8/29/24).  It’s Amtrak’s legal obligation to clearly share with impacted community members why these purchases should be allowed by our city government, while disregarding the concerns and legal rights of its citizens.

Amtrak does not value Baltimore City real property. Amtrak has sent numerous letters to community members offering the purchase of their subterranean rights well below the fair market value for land as evaluated by the State of Maryland. I believe Amtrak’s offer to me is unconscionable and unenforceable. With similar terms for other Amtrak offers, the alleged harm and risk are pervasive. Are residents forced to take the offer and forfeit their rights and remedies entitled to them by law now and in the future based upon the threat of eminent domain? I base this upon me being a Certified Public Accountant, Attorney at law for Maryland, former Board of Real Property Assessments and Appeals for DC property tax adjudication, and decades of real estate and federal law experience. I beg from you that you oppose any effort by Amtrak to dispossess and undervalue the land of citizens of this city. This is even more significant for the underserved community. Some Black households, like myself, are fortunate to acquire their homes and/or houses despite many obstacles, predatory real estate practices, predatory lending, forced to be victims of environmental health risks, and disregard for their rights.   

Our communities advocate for equitable and inclusive public transportation infrastructure. By voting to approve this project, you would be ensuring a continuation of inequitable transportation planning. The City Council has the unique opportunity and trusted obligation to plan for a more equitable future. We call on you to be pro-transit and anti-racist. Please protect the citizens of Baltimore and ensure the least amount of harm to our communities and people now and in the future. I appreciate your service and dedication.  Thank you.

Thank you,
/s/ Darnellena C. Burnett
Darnellena C. Burnett, CPA, Esquire
christiebrntt@yahoo.com 





