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BILL SYNOPSIS

 FORMDROPDOWN 
:  Health, Environment, and Technology
 FORMDROPDOWN 
: 23-0465
Tree Removal on City Property - Permits and Procedure
Sponsor:   
The Administration & Councilmember Conway
Introduced:  
December 4, 2023
Purpose:

For the purpose of establishing certain standards and requirements for authorized tree removal along certain rights-of-way; requiring that the Department of Recreation and Parks approve any tree removal on land operated by the Department; specifying the procedure for tree removal mitigation on land operated by the Department of Recreation and Parks; conforming, clarifying, and correcting related provisions; defining certain terms; and generally relating to the removal of trees on certain City properties.
Effective: The 30th day after the date it is enacted
Agency Reports
	Office of Sustainability
	Favorable

	Department of Recreation and Parks
	Favorable

	Department of Finance
	None as of writing

	City Solicitor
	Favorable


Analysis

Changes to Current Law

This bill proposes amendments to Article 7 - Natural Resources of the Baltimore City Code related to tree removal on city property. The bill establishes standards and requirements for authorized tree removal along certain rights-of-way, requiring approval from the Department of Recreation and Parks for any tree removal on land operated by the Department. It outlines a specific procedure for tree removal mitigation on such lands and aims to conform, clarify, and correct related provisions. The amendments involve repealing and re-ordaining sections of the Baltimore City Code while adding new sections to address tree removal permits and procedures. The bill introduces definitions, including terms such as "Inch-for-Inch Replacement," "Permit Holder," and "Root Zone." It also specifies the jurisdiction of the Department of Recreation and Parks in regulating tree-related activities and outlines additional duties for the department. The proposed changes include a requirement for public notice of tree removal, a permit system for tree removal along streets and in parks, and mitigation procedures, such as an inch-for-inch replacement standard. The bill further addresses the injurious actions towards trees and their root zones.
Background
This council bill holds significance for Baltimore by addressing the essential need to establish standards and requirements for authorized tree removal along specific rights-of-way. Beyond mere environmental considerations, the legislation recognizes the crucial role that trees play in urban ecosystems. By regulating tree removal, the bill aims to contribute to environmental conservation, ensuring the preservation of green spaces within the city. 
Moreover, it seeks to protect and enhance the aesthetic and ecological value of Baltimore's landscape. One noteworthy provision is the requirement for the Department of Recreation and Parks to approve any tree removal on land under its operation. This ensures a centralized and responsible approach to tree management on city-owned properties, emphasizing the importance of preserving the natural environment. The bill further outlines a clear procedure for tree removal mitigation on such lands, demonstrating a commitment to sustainable urban development.
Additional Information

Fiscal Note:  None.
Information Source(s):  Reporting Agencies, Bill 23-0465, Baltimore City Code
                                           Deontre Hayes
Analysis by:

Deontre Hayes


Direct Inquiries to: (410) 396-1260
Analysis Date:
January 19, 2024
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