
 

 

 
 

 

HEARING NOTES 
 

Council Bill: 23-0367 

 

 

Gas-Powered Debris Removal Equipment 

 

 

Committee:   Health, Environment, and Technology 

Chaired by:  Councilwoman Danielle McCray 

 

Hearing Date:    

Time (Beginning): 10:04 AM   

Time (Ending): 10:53 AM  

Location:   Council Chambers  

Total Attendance: Approximately 26 

Committee Members in Attendance:  

Danielle McCray John Bullock  Mark Conway  Ryan Dorsey 

  

 

Bill Synopsis in the file? ..............................................................................  YES     NO     N/A 

Attendance sheet in the file? .......................................................................  YES     NO     N/A 

Agency reports read? ..................................................................................  YES     NO     N/A 

Hearing televised or audio-digitally recorded? .........................................  YES     NO     N/A 

Certification of advertising/posting notices in the file? ............................  YES     NO     N/A 

Evidence of notification to property owners? ...........................................  YES     NO     N/A 

Final vote taken at this hearing? ................................................................  YES     NO     N/A 

 

 

Major Speakers 

(This is not an attendance record.) 

 

 Marie Leaport, Greater Baltimore group of the Sierra Club 

 Dr. Russell Dickerson, University of Maryland 

 Dr. Peter DeCarlo, Associate Professor of Environmental Health and Engineering at Johns 

Hopkins University 

 Amelia Cox, owner of Monarch Mowing 

 David Carter, a small business owner in Baltimore 

 Richard Reese, a resident of Baltimore 
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Major Issues Discussed 

 

1. Noise pollution caused by gas-powered leaf blowers, which can lead to hearing damage, stress-

related illnesses, high blood pressure, speech interference, and sleep disruption. 

2. Air pollution from gas-powered leaf blowers, including the emission of particulate matter, 

carbon monoxide, and volatile organic compounds like benzene, a known carcinogen. 

3. Transition to electric and battery-operated leaf blowers, which are quieter, less polluting, and 

increasingly cost-effective. 

4. The impact on small businesses and the need for a transition period to allow businesses to adapt 

to new regulations without undue financial strain. 

 

 

Further Study 

 

Was further study requested?      Yes     No 

 

 

 
    Deontre Hayes 

Committee Staff: Deontre L. Hayes      Date: June 27, 2024 

Direct Inquiries to: (410) 396-1260 
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Wednesday, June 26, 2024

23-0367

CALL TO ORDER

INTRODUCTIONS

ATTENDANCE

Danielle N. McCray, John T. Bullock, Mark Conway, and Ryan DorseyPresent 4 - 

Phylicia Porter, James Torrence, and Isaac "Yitzy" SchleiferAbsent 3 - 

ITEMS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING

23-0367 Prohibition - Gas-Powered Debris Removal Equipment 

For the purpose of prohibiting the use of gas-powered debris removal equipment in 

Baltimore City; defining certain terms; establishing procedures for reporting the use of 

gas-powered debris removal equipment; establishing certain penalties; and providing 

for a special effective date.

Sponsors: Ryan Dorsey, Kristerfer Burnett, Odette Ramos

Recessed

ADJOURNMENT

Page 1City of Baltimore Printed on 6/27/2024

https://baltimore.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=9412

