May 12, 2025								
Henry Barru
Glen Burnie MD 21060
Henry Barru BILL# 25-0036_Support
Property Taxes – Baltimore City Payment in Lieu of Taxes Task Force
TO: Chair McCray, Vice Chair Schleifer, and Members of the Budget & Appropriations Committee
FROM: Henry Barru 
My name is Henry Barru. I am a resident of Glen Burnie in Anne Arundel County. I am submitting this testimony in support of Council Bill 25-0036- Baltimore City Payment in Lieu of Taxes Task Force, and urge a favorable report with no weakening amendments.. 
I am testifying in Baltimore City because problems (and solutions) do not stop at a line on a map.  Between budget cuts, loss of Federal jobs, pending loss of port revenues, and political targeting by the current administration, our region is headed for tough times.  An important part in developing a regional response is for ordinary citizens to find out what is happening with their neighbors.
In seven years at University of Maryland Medical Center on Greene Street, I saw firsthand some of the contributions this institution made to the community.  I personally delivered care to many residents of Baltimore.  The big non profits are not villains, they are integral parts of the city.  
That said, the big non profits are also affluent.  The compensation packages for top executives in their systems are measured in seven, or even eight figures.  It is completely just and reasonable to ask them to pay their fair share.  Especially when severe hardship is looming in a city that has helped build their affluence.
In closing, it is important for the city to have more revenue to prepare for the economic crisis ahead.  A more equitable PILOT agreement will help with that.  And creating a task force that truly reflects Baltimore (rather than the non-profits alone) will help to insure an equitable agreement.      
I respectfully urge this committee to pass Council Bill #25-0036 without any weakening amendments. 



FRAMING: Briefly describe who you are and what organization you belong to (if applicable). Share why you care about the bill — mention your values, moral framework, personal experience with the issue, professional expertise, etc. that guide your viewpoint.
BODY: Use the body to more fully present your personal story, how it relates to the proposed bill, and how passing the bill will improve the lives of people in Baltimore. What is currently broken, and how do you think it will be fixed by passing this bill? What would have been different, positively or negatively, if this bill had been a law when your personal story occurred?
NOTE: Rebutting opposition arguments draws attention away from our coalitions’ messages and can inadvertently amplify the opposition. We suggest you keep your testimony focused on our coalition’s talking points and not focus on rebutting the opposition’s talking points.
CLOSING: The closing paragraph should reiterate your position on the bill. Explain why you think the bill will be effective/ineffective, outcomes that the bill will achieve, etc. This does not need to be long. 
ENDING:  I respectfully urge this committee to pass Council Bill #25-0036 without any weakening amendments. 

