		        CITY OF BALTIMORE

BRANDON M. SCOTT
Mayor
	
[image: ]
	
DEPARTMENT OF LAW
JAMES L. SHEA
100 N. HOLLIDAY STREET 
SUITE 101, CITY HALL
BALTIMORE, MD  21202






 
May10, 2021
The Honorable President 
Members of the City Council
c/o Natawna Austin, Executive Secretary
409 City Hall
Baltimore, MD 21202

RE: City Council Bill 21-0060 – Study and Report – Fire Department- 
                                                      Promotional Practices

 Dear President and Members:

 You have requested the advice of the Law Department regarding City Council Bill 21-0060.  City Council Bill 21-0060 requires the Baltimore City Fire Department (BCFD) to submit a report to the   Mayor and City Council evaluating certain promotional practices of the Department.  The bill also specifies what should be contained in the report.

Article II of the City Charter sets forth the legislative powers granted to the City by the General Assembly.  Sec. 7 grants the City Council the power to by ordinance provide for protection from fires and to establish and to regulate all matters related to the Fire Department. Art. VII,  Sec. 47-53 provide for the appointment of the Chief and the Fire Board and for the duties of the Fire Board. In addition, that section contains certain retirement provisions as well provisions related to  arbitration. Art. 9 of the City Code contains the provisions of the Code related to fire suppression and prevention enacted pursuant to Art. II, Sec. 7 of the Charter.

The report requested by this bill does not relate to any of the Charter provisions governing the BCFD.  The bill is clearly consistent with the City Council’s authority in Art. II, Sec. 7.

Accordingly, the Law Department can approve the bill for form and legal sufficiency.





                                                                             Sincerely yours,
 	        
                                                      [image: ]	
	            Elena R. DiPietro
						    Chief Solicitor
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