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BEVERLY HILLS IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION, INC
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 21214



September 6, 2024		

Eric Costello, Chairperson
Kristerfer Burnett
Danielle McCray
Sharon Middleton
Isaac Schleifer
Robert Stokes
Nick Mosby

Re:  Harford Road Overlap District Proposal, Council Bill 24-0544

Dear Ways and Means Committee Members and Council President:   

I am writing on behalf of the Beverly Hills Improvement Association that is located in Council District 3 and whose community will be affected by the above proposed Harford Road Overlap District proposal.  
The  western boundary of the Beverly Hills community runs along Harford Road from Overland Avenue to Moravia Road.    Along this boundary and the entire stretch of Harford Road .that is included in this Overlay proposal are many businesses that are thriving and meet the needs of the communities within this area.  In opposition to what is stated in the above referenced Council Bill 24-0544 there is no need to disrupt our residential communities by having the Overlay District boundaries extend out several hundred feet from each side of Harford Road.  The plan to change R zoning to O-R-1 along  both sides of Harford Road along the entire swath between Argonne Drive and the County line totally dismisses current homeowners who will be affected by this proposal.   Zoning along the Harford Road corridor included in this Bill already includes O-R-1 and C1-C-3.   At this time,  focus should be on maintaining the businesses that are currently open on Harford Road and providing incentives for new commercial businesses and invest in new residential ventures along the Harford Road corridor.   
	

Additional items of concern regarding this Bill are the following:
· The Zoning Administration is not aware of this Bill.   Despite the fact that Mr. Dorsey has stated that there is no zoning change, this overlay does affect zoning in the affected areas.  
· No recommendations have been given by Housing and Community Development,
	       Department of Transportation, and Baltimore Development Corporation
· Most of the Impacted community residents are unaware of this bill.   There has been little outreach to inform residents of this Bill.  
· Along the Harford Road corridor residential multi-family use is already permitted by right or Conditional Use
· Why is the area covered by this Overlay Bill now considered high density.  In 2008 it was considered low density.  The Belair Road area that is comparative to the Harford Road area is still considered low density.  
· When asked why he is speedily pushing this Bill through, Mr. Dorsey stated it is because he wants to get it enacted before the Lauraville Business District URP expires in October and he wants to preserve much of the URP restriction and design requirements.  This is not true.  Much of the Lauraville URP is not included in his updated proposal.  In fact, Mr. Dorsey doesn’t want any community input, in particular referring to the Lauraville Business District URP Plan Harford Road Community Review Panel (CRP).   The CRP is vital in maintaining the vision of Harford Road in our community.  It is having these types of oversight panels that encourages good relations between businesses and the community.    In fact, it would be helpful to have more community input along the stretch of Harford Road included in the Overlay Bill.  

The Beverly Hills Improvement Association supports and encourages commercial development in Baltimore’s many diverse neighborhoods, however,  it must be done in a manner that is best for any new ventures and also show respect to those community residents who might be adversely affected by any zoning outcomes resulting from generalized overlays. Such large swaths of property cannot be allowed to be affected in the way that is proposed in this Council bill.

Respectfully submitted,
Mary Buedel
President
Beverly Hills Improvement Association

cc:  Brandon Scott, Mayor
