
 

 

 
 

 

HEARING NOTES 
 

Bills: 23-0363 

 

 

Land Bank Authority 

 

 

Committee:   Ways and Means 

Chaired by:  Eric Costello 
Hearing Date:   Tuesday, September 17, 2024 

Time (Beginning): 10:15 AM  

Time (Ending): 1:40 PM 

Location:   Council Chambers 

Total Attendance: Approximately 60 in-person 
   Approximately 30 virtually 
 

Committee Members in Attendance:  

Ryan Dorsey  Isaac Schleifer  Danielle McCray 
Eric Costello               Robert Stokes  Sharon Greene-Middleton 
   

 

Bill Synopsis in the file? .............................................................................. ☒ YES    ☐ NO    ☐ N/A 

Attendance sheet in the file? ....................................................................... ☒ YES    ☐ NO    ☐ N/A 

Agency reports read? .................................................................................. ☒ YES    ☐ NO    ☐ N/A 

Hearing televised or audio-digitally recorded? ......................................... ☒ YES    ☐ NO    ☐ N/A 

Certification of advertising/posting notices in the file? ............................ ☐ YES    ☐ NO    ☒ N/A 

Evidence of notification to property owners? ........................................... ☐ YES    ☐ NO    ☒ N/A 

Final vote taken at this hearing? ................................................................ ☒ YES    ☐ NO    ☐ N/A 

Motioned by: ................................................................................................  Councilmember Schleifer 

Seconded by:.................................................................................................  Councilmember Stokes 
Final Vote: .................................................................................................... Unfavorable  

 

Major Speakers 

(This is not an attendance record.) 

 

 Odette Ramos, Councilmember, 14th District 

 Deputy Mayor Justin Williams 

 James Torrance, Councilmember, 7th District 

 Various Community members 
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Major Issues Discussed 

 
1. Chairman Costello called bills 23-0362 and 23-0363 into order together. 
2. Councilmember Ramos gave opening remarks noting the housing crisis, land bank 

accountability, and the land banks in Cleveland and Detroit. 
3. Councilmember Torrance also gave remarks noting the creation of systems that rectify 

redlining in communities, such as Sandtown-Winchester. 
4. Deputy Mayor Justin Williams also gave remarks.  
5. Chairman Costello went over the agency reports with agency representatives. 
6. Housing Commissioner Alice Kennedy gave a presentation 
7. Councilmember Stokes noted that there is a lack of transparency on the Land Bank Authority 

with the community and a lack of collaboration. 
8. Vice President Middleton noted the City needs extra tools and partnerships. 
9. DHCD noted they do not see the Land Bank Authority as a new tool but as duplicative, and 

they are uncertain of its powers.  DHCD already has staff working in this area. 
10. Councilmember Ramos noted the Land Bank Authority would work with DHCD and the 

community.  It should be allowed to do the In-Rem process based on her interpretation. 
11. Councilmember Ramos asked about DHCD’s capacity breakdown and noted the Land Bank 

Authority would not take way DHCD’s powers. 
12. Councilmember Torrance noted that clarification on the Land Bank Authority and the In Rem 

foreclosure is needed. 
13. Councilmember Ramos and Finance discussed the report noting comparisons to other Land 

Banks.  The Office of the Comptroller was also engaged in the discussion. 
14. Councilmember Stokes asked about a cost analysis, and Finance noted that it would be $1.7M 

to $22M. Finance noted that programs are already in DHCD, and the Land Bank Authority 
would divert funds from the agency. 

15. Councilmember Torrance noted that Baltimore has 2 real estate agencies – one in DHCD and 
one in the Comptroller’s Officer. There are duplicative efforts throughout the government. He 
asked how do we collaborate amongst multiple agencies. 

16. Vice President Middleton noted they constantly pushed homeownership. They’re still dragging 
in progress, but everything new will be a financial risk. She thanked Commissioner Kennedy.  

17. Various members of the public gave testimony.  
18. Hearing recessed at 12:55 pm. 
19. Hearing reconvened at 1:30 pm. 
20. There were 18 amendments put forth. Vote was taken on the amendments and passed 

favorably. 
21. Vote taken; motion passed unfavorable. Hearing concluded. 

 

Further Study 

 

Was further study requested?     ☐ Yes    ☒ No 

 

If yes, describe.  

 

Committee Vote: 

E. Costello: .................................................................................................... No 
K. Burnett: ..................................................................................................... Absent 
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Niya N. Garrett 

R. Dorsey: ...................................................................................................... Absent 
D. McCray: .................................................................................................... No 
S. Green Middleton: ....................................................................................... Abstain 
I. Schleifer: .................................................................................................... No 
R. Stokes, Sr.: ................................................................................................ No 
 

 
 
Niya N. Garrett, Committee Staff   Date: December 10, 2024 
Cc: Bill File 
 OCS Chrono File 








