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Members of the City Council			
City Hall, Room 400

Position: Does Not Oppose

The Department of Finance is herein reporting on City Council Bill 21-0106, Study and Report – Oversight of the Baltimore City Fire Department (BCFD), the purpose of which is to require that BCFD, in consultation with other agencies, submit a report to the Mayor and City Council evaluating the policies, practices and internal control systems of the Department. Additionally, this report will evaluate the potential establishment of an office dedicated to compliance and investigations within BCFD. 

Background
This legislation requires that the Baltimore City Fire Department (BCFD), in collaboration with other agencies, conduct a study and submit a report that includes several components related to evaluating the policies, practices and internal control systems of the Department. More so, this report will evaluate the potential establishment of an office dedicated to compliance and investigations within BCFD. 

Fiscal Impact
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Department of Finance does not anticipate a cost for the City as a result of this legislation, as the work will be completed internally by the named agencies. 

Other Considerations
The Department of Finance is specifically cited to be engaged in this study and report. While Finance and supports the intent of this legislation and is eager to assess how the findings of this study can be utilized in budget planning and projections, the only role that Finance could play in such a study is providing reports on historical budgets and positions. Finance will provide what data is necessary from budget systems, but BCFD manages all current information regarding their internal investigatory and disciplinary practices. The Department of Finance defers to the technical expertise of the Baltimore City Fire Department on this legislation in their findings and stands ready to assist in the analysis outlined in this study and report. 

Conclusion
The Department of Finance will attend the hearing for this bill and respond to any fiscal inquiries.

For the reasons stated above, the Department of Finance does not oppose City Council Bill 21-0106.


cc: Henry Raymond
      Natasha Mehu
      Nina Themelis
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