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HEARING NOTES

Bill: 23-0425


Improving Safety and Habitability in Supportive and Other Residential Housing


Committee:  	Economic and Community Development
Chaired by: 	Sharon Green Middleton

Hearing Date:  	December 5, 2023
Time (Beginning):	2:12 PM	
Time (Ending):	2:37 PM 
Location: 		Du Burns Council Chamber / Webex 
Total Attendance:	Approximately 24
Committee Members in Attendance:	
Sharon Green Middleton	John Bullock		Mark Conway 	
Odette Ramos		Robert Stokes		Ryan Dorsey
	

Bill Synopsis in the file?	☒ YES    ☐ NO    ☐ N/A
Attendance sheet in the file?	☒ YES    ☐ NO    ☐ N/A
Agency reports read?	☒ YES    ☐ NO    ☐ N/A
Hearing televised or audio-digitally recorded?	☒ YES    ☐ NO    ☐ N/A
Certification of advertising/posting notices in the file?	☐ YES    ☐ NO    ☒ N/A
Evidence of notification to property owners?	☐ YES    ☐ NO    ☒ N/A
Final vote taken at this hearing?	☒ YES    ☐ NO    ☐ N/A
Motioned by:	Ramos
Seconded by:	Conway
Final Vote:	Favorable as Amended

Major Speakers
(This is not an attendance record.)
· Hillary Rulely – City Solicitor’s Office
· Steven Strassburg – City Solicitor’s Office
· Eric Tiso – Department of Planning
· Jason Hessler - Department of Housing and Community Development
· Stephanie Murdock - Department of Housing and Community Development
· Mica Fetz – Baltimore Development Corporation

Major Issues Discussed


1. Chairwoman Middleton called the hearing to order and read the bill title and purpose.
2. Chair Middleton opened the floor to the sponsor Councilmember Ramos for opening comments.
3. The floor was opened for Agency report.
a. Councilmember Stokes asked agencies if creating a permitting process for these homes would allow for community input.
i. The Law Department informed the committee that was not possible because housing could not be restricted based on laws such as the ADA and Fair Housing Act.
b. Agency reports concluded.
4. The floor was opened to questions from the Committee.  Topics include:
a. Would this mean that the properties listed in this bill have to conform to rental standards such as lead abatement? 
i. Yes they would need to.
b. Does this impact the number of people who can occupy a property?
i. Yes – but this is not a change to the zoning code.
c. How does enforcement of these permits work?
i. Enforcement is conducted by the Department of Housing and Community Development.  It is usually triggered by information presented to them in complaints from the community or other sources.
d. Are unpermitted properties closed down?
i. This can be a potential consequence.
5. The Chair opened the floor to a motion on the amendments to the bill.
a. Councilmember Ramos motioned to approve the amendment seconded by Councilmember Conway.  All present members of the Committee voted in favor.
6. The Chair opened the floor to a motion on the bill.
a. Councilmember Ramos motioned to approve the bill as amended seconded by Councilmember Conway.  All present members of the Committee voted in favor.
7. The Committee adjourned 


Further Study

Was further study requested?					☐ Yes    ☒ No

If yes, describe. 

Committee Vote:

Sharon Green Middleton:	Yea
John Bullock:	Yea
Mark Conway:	Yea
Ryan Dorsey:	Yea
Antonio Glover:	Absent
Odette Ramos:	Yea
Robert Stokes:	Yea



Anthony Leva, Committee Staff			Date:	December 6, 2023
				
Cc:	Bill File
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