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July 1, 2024

The Honorable President and Members 
  of the Baltimore City Council
Attn:  Natawna B. Austin, Executive Secretary
Room 409, City Hall
100 N. Holliday Street
Baltimore, Maryland  21202

           Re:  City Council Bill 24-0508 – Zoning – Open Space District – Conditional Use    Cultural Facility and Parking Lot – Variances –  C.C. Jackson Park and Library – 4910 Park Heights Avenue
 President and City Council Members:
	The Law Department has reviewed City Council Bill 24-0504 for form and legal sufficiency. The bill is for the purpose of permitting, subject to certain conditions, the establishment, maintenance, and operation of a cultural facility and an open off-street parking area on the property known as C.C. Jackson Park and Library, 4910 Park Heights Avenue (Block 4605, Lots 001-018, 021, 055-065) as outlined in red on the accompanying plats.

The purpose of the Open-Space (“OS”) Zoning District is to enhance the quality of life for City residents by permanently preserving public open space as an important public asset and critical environmental infrastructure. Table 7-202: Open-Space Districts shows Permitted and Conditional Uses allowed within an Open-Space Zoning District. Cultural facilities are allowed but must be designed so that the location of entrances and exits, exterior lighting, service areas, and parking and loading facilities will minimize traffic congestion, pedestrian hazards, and adverse impacts on adjacent properties.

In its consideration of this Bill, the Planning Comm. adopted the following resolutions, for the  parking variance, that: (1) the conditions on which the application is based are unique to the property for which the variance is sought and are not generally applicable to other property within the same zoning classification; (2) the unnecessary hardship or practical difficulty is caused by this Code and has not been created by the intentional action or inaction of any person who has a present interest in the property; (3) the purpose of the variance is not based exclusively on a desire to increase the value or income potential of the property; (4) the variance will not: (i) be injurious to the use and enjoyment of other property in the immediate vicinity; or (ii) substantially diminish and impair property values in the neighborhood; (5) the variance is in harmony with the purpose and intent of this Code; (6) the variance is not precluded by and will not adversely affect: (i) any Urban Renewal Plan; (ii) the City’s Comprehensive Master Plan; or (iii)any Historical and Architectural Preservation District; and (7) the variance will not otherwise: (i) be detrimental to or endanger the public health, safety, or welfare; or (ii) be in any way contrary to the public interest. Planning Commission recommends approval of the variance for parking as thee requirements for a variance were satisfied.
      
 If the City Council finds the necessary facts at the public hearing and all procedural              requirements are met, the Law Department is prepared to approve the bill for form and legal sufficiency. 

ncerely yours,
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             Elena R. DiPietro
                                                                               Chief Solicitor
                                                                               Practice Group Chief
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cc:  	Ebony Thompson, City Solicitor
Nina Themelis, Mayor’s Office of Government Relations
	Hilary Ruley, Chief Solicitor
	Ashlea Brown, Chief Solicitor
	Michelle Toth, Assistant Solicitor
         Ahleah Knapp
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