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November 29, 2023
The Honorable President 
Members of the City Council
c/o Natawna Austin, Executive Secretary
409 City Hall
Baltimore, MD 21202

RE: City Council Bill 23-0449 – Public Safety – Baltimore City Police Department 

Dear President and Members:

 You have requested the advice of the Law Department regarding City Council Bill 23-0449.  City Council Bill 23-0449 is for the purpose repealing subtitle 16 of the public local laws in Baltimore City and creating a new article in the Baltimore City code designated Police Department. The bill grants the commissioner authority to promulgate rules and regulations and to designate the records officer for the department. It also requires the department to be composed of a certain percentage of a civilian employees and in this providesstabilizes the procedures for redistricting police district the bill also provides for provisions regarding collective bargaining and negotiate on certain topics for officers finally the bill provides for the qualifications appointment promotion and probation of police officers. 
 
Council Bill 23-0449 essentially transfers the provisions of the public local law regarding the Baltimore City Police Department into Baltimore City Code without any substantive changes. In doing so, the City Council is exercising its authority under the police powers grant pursuant to the City's express powers. City Charter Art. II, Sec. 27.

The Law Department has reviewed the bill and has not found any legal issues with its provisions.
The Law Department, therefore, approves Council Bill 23-0449 for form and legal sufficiency.
                                                         
                                                                 

                                                                          Sincerely yours, 


                                                                          Elena R. DiPietro
                                                                          Chief Solicitor
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