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HEARING NOTES

Legislative Oversight: LO21-0007


Baltimore City Children and Youth Fund – An Update


Committee:  	Education, Workforce, and Youth
Chaired by: 	Councilman Robert Stokes, Sr

Hearing Date:  March 21, 2024
Time (Beginning):	10:00 AM 	
Time (Ending):	11:17 AM 
Location: 		Council Chambers 
Total Attendance:	Approximately 12
Committee Members in Attendance:	
Robert Stokes	    John Bullock	Zeke Cohen	 
James Torrence	
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Major Speakers
(This is not an attendance record.)

· Alyisa Lee, Baltimore Children and Youth Fund 
· Brandon Hansen, Baltimore Children and Youth Fund 
· Emily Cory, Baltimore Children and Youth Fund 
· Nia Redmond, City Resident


Major Issues Discussed
1. Youth Development Funding: The primary focus was on the impact and distribution of funding from the Youth Fund, highlighting its transformative potential in addressing systemic issues in Baltimore City, particularly in youth development and education.
2. Collaboration and Convening: There was emphasis on the role of the Youth Fund in convening diverse stakeholders and organizations, bridging gaps, and promoting collaboration among youth-serving entities.
3. Equity and Inclusion: Discussions centered around equity in funding distribution, ensuring that grassroots organizations and underserved communities receive adequate support through the Youth Fund.
4. Education and After-School Programs: There were concerns raised about the integration of after-school programs and enrichment activities into school settings, advocating for greater collaboration between the Youth Fund and Baltimore City Schools.
5. Youth Involvement: The importance of youth involvement in decision-making processes, including representation on boards and in program development, was highlighted as crucial for effective community engagement and sustainability.


Further Study

Was further study requested?					|X| Yes    |_| No

If yes, describe. 
1. Request for comprehensive data on funding distribution and impact assessment, emphasizing the need for transparency in how funds are utilized.
2. Request to increase youth representation on the board of the Youth Fund and in decision-making processes, ensuring that youth perspectives are integrated into program development and evaluation.



		  Deontre Hayes
Committee Staff:	Deontre L. Hayes	 				Date:	March 22, 2024
Direct Inquiries to: (410) 396-1260
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