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HEARING NOTES

Bill: LO22-0030


Title: Legislative Oversight – Crime Reduction & Violence Prevention


Committee:  	Public Safety and Government Operations
Chaired by: 	Mark Conway

Hearing Date:  April 10, 2024	
Time (Beginning):	2:10 PM 	
Time (Ending):	4:10 PM 
Location: 		Du Burns Council Chamber / Webex Virtual Hearing 
Total Attendance:	Approximately 35 people
Committee Members in Attendance:	
Mark Conway 		Kristerfer Burnett	Zeke Cohen	
Antonio Glover	Phylicia Porter		Odette Ramos	
	

[bookmark: Check4][bookmark: Check2][bookmark: Check3]Bill Synopsis in the file?	|X| YES    |_| NO    |_| N/A
[bookmark: Check5]Attendance sheet in the file?	|_| YES    |_| NO    |_| N/A
[bookmark: Check6]Agency reports read?	|_| YES    |_| NO    |_| N/A
[bookmark: Check7]Hearing televised or audio-digitally recorded?	|X| YES    |_| NO    |_| N/A
[bookmark: Check8]Certification of advertising/posting notices in the file?	|_| YES    |_| NO    |_| N/A
[bookmark: Check9]Evidence of notification to property owners?	|_| YES    |_| NO    |_| N/A
Final vote taken at this hearing?	|_| YES    |X| NO    |_| N/A
Motioned by:	 
Seconded by:	 
Final Vote:	 

Major Speakers
(This is not an attendance record.)
Monique Brown – BPD[footnoteRef:2] Deputy Commissioner [2:  BPD= Baltimore Police Department] 

Erin Murphy – BPD Government Affairs Director
Ty’lor Schnella – Mayor’s Office of Government Relations
Brittany Young – CEO B- 360

Major Issues Discussed

1. Chairman Conway called the hearing to order, introduced the committee members in attendance, 
2. The floor was opened to a presentation from BPD on recent crime statistics in the City.
3. The floor was opened to questions from the committee members topics included:
a. How is dept responding to lower level crimes – i.e. burglary
i. District detectives investigate – trying to address wholistically – people committing these crimes often have substance abuse or mental health concerns.
b. What processes and procedures for non-violent crimes – what changes, additional resources ect… are needed if any?
i. In case of outliers (12 burglaries in District 4) how do we deploy? What else is happening in the area?  What else is being stolen?
c. What resources do these folks need when they are on bail or when they get out of jail?
i. This is something to be discussed with the State’s Attorney, but these folks may need more resources from outside the criminal justice system.
d. Are we issuing citations?  Is there an issue in the citation docket?
i. No breakdown – BPD is mostly issuing warnings which works – BPD cannot issue automatic citations like other units because of the consent decree.
e. Members receive resident concerns about follow-through and customer service from officers.
i. It is a problem – working on training and making this a priority among officers.  Communities are the end users of our service.  Many recruits are from the city – looking to improve relationships with communities and police.
f. People feel like they are not getting the response they are hoping for – police often have reasons, but that is not being communicated – listening is an issue.
i. The reason why police take the action they do needs to be communicated to the public. 
g. Auto thefts in the City
i. Numbers on auto thefts may be misleading – attempts have been counted as thefts.  Not as many as we have previously thought.
ii. 9K car clubs still need to be distributed.  Working to advertise upgrades and safety information.
h. Court Commissioner process? Residents being told to use this system in their process of reporting crime.
i. Court commission is strictly for criminal charging BPD looking to follow up.
i. In a precious hearing BPD’s Chief Diversity officer – spoke about how officers are engaging with the public – and how is this being communicated.
i. Being spoken in comstat.
4. Floor turned over to B-360
5. Presentation from B-360 organization.
6. Questions
a. Asking BPD for numbers on dirt bike charges in the City.
i. 2023 – 45 dirt bike arrest, 108 seized bikes, 2 hand guns.
ii. 2024 – 5 arrest so far
7. Do we keep data for trends?
a. Difficult to keep track because of reporting – increases in the summer months.
8. Broad overview of city laws on dirt bikes
a. Government Relations offered a quick review of bike laws
b. B-360 – 1000 dollar fine, misdemeanor charges
9. What happens after arrest?
a. Goes SAO and potentially to divisionary programs.
b. City cannot give B-360 the bikes under the law they can sell, destroy, or give the bike to a non-profit that will take the bike out of the country – have been given bikes to programs in other countries where they are used for transportation.
10. Where are we on getting a dirt bike park?
a. Looking to build something bigger – a campus – 3 million in federal funding and have identified a site – but prevented by city law.  Need to change the law to move forward. Looking at Bocek field in District 13.
11. Is there a way to circumvent the law issue with moving the bikes out of the country.
a. Admin is looking into it, but there are several hurdles. 
12. What other ordinances can we be focused on in creating a campus?  Specifically, nuisance charges?
13. What is the difference between the county and city – what is the definition for riding in the parks and tracks and backwoods in the county v riding them in the city?
a. Baltimore City is the only municipality where owning an unregistered motor vehicle is illegal. 
14. What conversations has B-360 had with BPD to divert people from the misdemeanor charges to B-360
a. Numerous issues with this – from a legal view.
b. BPD can’t work with B-360 because of the consent decree.
c. Mayor supports B-360
15. How can we change this? So these groups are not targeted?
16. Chairman Conway recessed the meeting.

Further Study

Was further study requested?					|X| Yes    |_| No

If yes, describe. 

a. A data point or slide on what engagement looks like for officers for the quarterly reports to the committee. 
b. Asking for an analysis of city code asking for relevant sections on dirt bikes*
c. What constitutes a dirt bike does the creation of a park or campus create a legal release?*







Committee Vote:

M. Conway:	
K. Burnett:	
Z. Cohen:	
E. Costello:	
A. Glover:	
P. Porter:	
O. Ramos:	



Tony Leva, Committee Staff			Date:	April 11, 2024
				
Cc:	Bill File
	OCS Chrono File
Page 2 of 2

image1.jpg
OFFICE OF COUNCIL SERVICES
CITY OF BALTIMORE

BRANDON M. SCOTT. Mayor

LARRY E. GREENE, Director

415 City Hall, 160 N. Holliday Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21202
410-396-7215 / Fax: 410-545-7596
email: larry.greene@baltimorecity.gov

@ Printed on recycled paper with environmentally friendly soy based ink.




