



HEARING NOTES

Bill: 23-0435


Title Zoning Code Modifications


Committee:  	Economic and Community Development
Chaired by: 	Sharon Green Middleton

Hearing Date:  	October 10, 2023
Time (Beginning):		
Time (Ending):	 
Location: 		Du Burns Council Chamber / Webex 
Total Attendance:	Approximately 
Committee Members in Attendance:	
Sharon Green Middleton	John Bullock		Mark Conway		Antonio Glover
Robert Stokes
	

Bill Synopsis in the file?	☒ YES    ☐ NO    ☐ N/A
Attendance sheet in the file?	☒ YES    ☐ NO    ☐ N/A
Agency reports read?	☒ YES    ☐ NO    ☐ N/A
Hearing televised or audio-digitally recorded?	☒ YES    ☐ NO    ☐ N/A
Certification of advertising/posting notices in the file?	☐ YES    ☐ NO    ☒ N/A
Evidence of notification to property owners?	☐ YES    ☐ NO    ☒ N/A
Final vote taken at this hearing?	☐ YES    ☒ NO    ☐ N/A
Motioned by:	CONWAY
Seconded by:	MIDDLETON
Final Vote:	MOTION TO RECOMMEND FAILED

Major Speakers
(This is not an attendance record.)
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· Jason Wright – Dept of Housing and Community Development
· Eric Tiso – Planning Commission
· Ty’lor Schnella – Mayor’s Office of Government Relations
· David Garza – Baltimore Development Corporation
· Liam Davis – Dept of Transportation
· Michele Toth – Law Dept
· Aaron Degraffenreidt – General Counsel – City Counsel



Major Issues Discussed

1. Chairwoman Middleton called the hearing to order and read the bill title and purpose.
2. The sponsor Councilmember Schleifer made opening remarks.
3. The floor was open to agencies to make their reports:
a. Law Department reviewed their amendments.
b. The Planning Commission reviewed the bill and its amendments.
c. Councilman Costello made remarks about amendments he was offering on the bill with comments from the Planning Commission
4. The floor was open to questions and comments from Councilmembers topics included:
a. What is the logic behind the change for conditional use lapsing after 2 years instead of 1 year?
i. The board is getting a lot of requests for extension – due to building issues – policy decision to help with these requests.
b. How involved is the extension process?
c. Does any other factor outside of time change the time to complete orders issued for variances?
i. Legal challenges would toll the time of the current 1 year period
d. Bullock
e. Would this bill make it harder for the community to mount challenges to variances they oppose 
i. Under the bill if a community member opposes the bill it would go to BMZA
ii. Sponsor views the bill as streamlining the variance process and encourages community input.
f. Would the restrictions be the same or changed under this bill
i. More items would be eligible for a minor variance under the 25%
g. Public Testimony
i. At time of hearing 11 written testimonies had been received.
h. The floor was open for public testimony:
i. In person - 6 present
ii. Online – 1 present
i. The floor was opened to motions on amendments.
i. The amendments from the Planning Commission and Department of Planning were approved to add to the bill
ii. The amendments from the Law Department were approved modifying the first amendment to not strike the requirement for a written application from the text but to move it (see updated amendments)
iii. Councilmember Costello’s amendment was approved.
j. The Committee discussed a Floor Amendment for changing the minor variance notification to 21 days this was approved for adding to the bill at 2nd reader
k. The floor was open to a motion on the bill:
i. Moved by Conway and seconded by Middleton the vote was 3 in favor, 1 abstaining, and 1 no
ii. The motion did not pass and remains in committee.
Further Study

Was further study requested?					☐ Yes    ☒ No

If yes, describe. 

Committee Vote:

Sharon Green Middleton:	Yea
John Bullock:	Abstain
Mark Conway:	Yea
Ryan Dorsey:	Absent
Antonio Glover:	No
Odette Ramos:	Absent
Robert Stokes:	Yea



Anthony Leva, Committee Staff			Date:	March 20, 2023
				
Cc:	Bill File
	OCS Chrono File
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