June 27, 2023
TO:  The Rules and Legislative Oversight Committee of the Baltimore City Council 
FROM:  Reba Cornman, MSW
I am unable to appear in person on June 29, 2023 due to a previous commitment to be out of town.  I was asked to write a letter stating my interest in joining the Guardianship Commission.  
As a member of the Commission on Aging, Deputy Commissioner, Heang Tan asked if I would represent the Commission on Aging as a member of the Guardianship Commission in 2022.   It was my great privilege to be asked to join the Guardianship Commission and I have been attending the Guardianship Commission meetings, on behalf of the Division on Aging, since the fall of 2022.  
My professional career has been dedicated to providing quality health and mental health care to older adults and their caregiving families.  Prior to my retirement in January, 2019, I worked with staff from Departments of Social Services, Area Agencies on Aging and other public agencies and non- profits throughout Maryland in providing high quality interprofessional educational programming for staff serving older adults in my position as Director of the Geriatrics and Gerontology Education and Research Program at the University of Maryland Baltimore.  The program provided semi -annual professional education conferences specifically geared to staff serving the frail older adult living in the community.
It is my unequivocal desire to continue representing the Division on Aging in reviewing the cases presented at the Guardianship Commission each month.  My background in interprofessional care of older adults serves, I believe, as an advantage to the staff of both the Department of Social Services and the Division on Aging, as well as the lawyers, who are representing the guardianship clients.  The clients requiring public guardianship should be supported by informed and committed staff and Commission members.  
I hope you will allow me to continue serving on behalf of the individuals requiring public guardianship and served by the two city agencies.
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