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HEARING NOTES

Bill: LO24-0070


Title Legislative Oversight – Underground Infrastructure Safety


Committee:  	Public Safety and Government Operations
Chaired by: 	Mark Conway

Hearing Date:  	10/23/2024
Time (Beginning):	3:35 PM 	
Time (Ending):	4:15 PM 
Location: 		Du Burns Council Chamber / Webex Virtual Hearing 
Total Attendance:	Approximately 30 people
Committee Members in Attendance:	
Mark Conway 		Antonio Glover	Odette Ramos	
	

[bookmark: Check4][bookmark: Check2][bookmark: Check3]Bill Synopsis in the file?	|X| YES    |_| NO    |_| N/A
[bookmark: Check5]Attendance sheet in the file?	|_| YES    |_| NO    |_| N/A
[bookmark: Check6]Agency reports read?	|_| YES    |_| NO    |_| N/A
[bookmark: Check7]Hearing televised or audio-digitally recorded?	|X| YES    |_| NO    |_| N/A
[bookmark: Check8]Certification of advertising/posting notices in the file?	|_| YES    |_| NO    |_| N/A
[bookmark: Check9]Evidence of notification to property owners?	|_| YES    |_| NO    |_| N/A
Final vote taken at this hearing?	|_| YES    |X| NO    |_| N/A
Motioned by:	 
Seconded by:	 
Final Vote:	 

Major Speakers
(This is not an attendance record.)
Ty’lor Schenlla – Government Relations
Corren Johnson -  Director DOT
James Wallace – Baltimore City Fire Chief
Alejandra Ivanovich - DPW

Major Issues Discussed

1. Chairman Conway called the hearing to order, introduced the committee members in attendance.
2. Chairman Conway made opening remarks.
3. The floor was open to questions from the councilmembers Topics included:
a. What do we know about fires – particularly the most recent one in September
i. BCFD responded to the fire at 3:48 am in the morning – limited response until they were on the scene and then additional units called.
ii. BCFD can not fight a fire in the conduit system until the power is off
iii. The fire suppression system was non-functional in some of the buildings affected by the fire 
b. The fire department cannot place an investigator underground
i. Requires additional training that BCFD does not have
ii. Utility areas are not accessible
iii. They are consulting with DOT & Utility providers to offer as much help as possible in the investigation.
c. DOT – the investigation is still in the early stages and there is not a lot of details yet
d. Is there an inspection process for the conduit after the fire?
i. Yes continuously – to make sure it is being repaired up to standard.
e. Was this due to the age of the infrastructure
i. Can not be ruled out – but some of it has been replaced since the fire in January.
ii. Vicinity - Steam not affected by fire – not in the area of the January or Sept fire
f. BGE – planned work in the area
i. BGE had 5,000’ of primary cable affected 7k of secondary
ii. The conduit was found to be old and deteriorating and close to steam
1. Replaced with heat resistance conduit – at Charles & Saratoga
g. What are the safety standards for city & utility partners to work in the conduit?
i. Utility providers need to contact DOT to get access.
ii. Training is required for accessing the conduit
iii. Road safety at the surface level
iv. Fire is not necessarily a result of workers not being safe.
1. Additional measures include thermal scans PPE & first aid training
h. BGE working on building out a new conduit
4. Chairman Conway recessed the meeting.

Further Study

Was further study requested?					|X| Yes    |_| No

If yes, describe. 

Request for maps of utilities in the area of the fires MOGR noted that there may be security concerns – and will update in a week.






Committee Vote:

M. Conway:	
K. Burnett:	
Z. Cohen:	
E. Costello:	
A. Glover:	
P. Porter:	
O. Ramos:	



Tony Leva, Committee Staff			Date:	10/24/2024
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