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May 7, 2020

The Honorable President and Members
  of the Baltimore City Council
Attn:  Natawna B. Austin, Executive Secretary
Room 409, City Hall, 100 N. Holliday Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21202

Re:  City Council Bill 20-0506 – Baltimore City Critical Area Management Program –
Critical Area Manual, Map, and Zoning

Dear President and City Council Members:

The Law Department has reviewed City Council Bill 20-0506 for form and legal sufficiency. The bill repeals the Baltimore City Critical Area Management Program and Document (2002 Edition) and approves and adopts a new Baltimore City Critical Area Management Program Manual (2020 Edition). It repeals the Baltimore City Critical Area Program Map (adopted November 13, 2002) and approves and adopts a new Baltimore City Critical Area Program Map (2002 Edition). The bill prohibits certain additional uses and activities in certain areas of the Critical Area and defines and redefines certain terms. The bill also provides for a special effective date. 

State law requires that amendments to Baltimore’s Critical Area Management Program conform to the requirements of the State Critical Area Protection Program found in Title 8, Subtitle 18 of the Natural Resources Article. Md Nat Res § 8-1808.  Furthermore, the City’s Program cannot be amended except with the approval of the State’s Critical Area Commission.  Md Nat Res § 8-180. The Report of the Planning Commission concerning Council Bill 20-0506 indicates, in its entirety, that these requirement are met or are being met by this legislation.  

The Law Department is prepared to approve the bill as drafted, and as recommended to be amended by the Planning Commission, for form and legal sufficiency. 


Sincerely,

[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]

Victor K. Tervala
Chief Solicitor


cc:  	Dana Moore, Acting City Solicitor
	Matt Stegman, Mayor’s Legislative Liaison
            Caylin Young, President’s Legislative Director	
	Elena DiPietro, Chief Solicitor, General Counsel Division
	Hilary Ruley, Chief Solicitor
	Ashlea Brown, Assistant Solicitor
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