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October 6, 2023


Honorable President 
Members of the City Council
c/o Natawna Austin, Executive Secretary
409 City Hall
Baltimore, MD 21202

Re:	City Council Bill 23-0356 – Zoning – Modifications to Research and Development 
                                                                        Facility Use)

Dear President and City Council Members:

The Law Department has reviewed City Council Bill 23-0356 for form and legal sufficiency.  The bill provides for a text amendment to the text of the Zoning Code that amends the definition of research and development establishment and create a new district and use standards for research and development establishments which will be allowed in the C-3 and C-4. The bill adds as an accessory use for these facilities the manufacturing, fabrication, processing, or sale of products developed on the same lot as the facility. The bill also provides that all processing, fabrication, assembly, treatment, and packaging of products must be contained within the facility and noise, odor, smoke and glare and vibration must be confined to the facility or otherwise minimized. Finally, the bill provides that only the minimal truck traffic that is required for the daily operations of the facility is permitted. The bill also defines research and d56elopment facility as not including the manufacturing, fabrication, processing or sale of products as a primary use.

     	The Zoning authority of Baltimore City is granted by the State in the Md. Ann. Code Land Use Art., Title 10. With respect to creating districts and the controls on uses within those districts, the Mayor and City Council of Baltimore City may divide Baltimore City into districts and zones of any number, shape, and area as they determine are best suited to carry out the purposes listed in § 10-302 of this subtitle." Sec. 10-301(a).  “Within the districts and zones, the Mayor and City Council of Baltimore City may regulate the construction, alteration, repair, or use of buildings, structures, or land.” Sec.10-301(b).  The Mayor and City Council of Baltimore City is also authorized to amend or repeal zoning regulations and boundaries. Sec. 10-304(a).


Based on the foregoing analysis, the Law Department approves City Council Bill 23-0356 for form and legal sufficiency.
                                               

                                                                                    Sincerely yours,
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	                             Elena R. DiPietro
						            Chief Solicitor
   


cc:   Ebony Thompson, Acting City Solicitor
        Stephen Salsbury, Deputy Solicitor 
       Matthew Bradford, Chief of Staff 
       Tiffani Maclin, President’s Office
       Nina Themelis, MOGR
       Hilary Ruley 
       Jeff Hochstetler, 
       Ashlea Brown 
       Michele Toth
       Ahleah Knapp
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