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HEARING NOTES

Bill: LO22-0030


Legslative Oversight – Crime Reduction and Violence Prevention


Committee:  	Public Safety and Government Operations
Chaired by: 	Mark Conway

Hearing Date:  	
Time (Beginning):	2:52PM 	
Time (Ending):	3:50 PM 
Location: 		Du Burns Council Chamber / Webex Virtual Hearing 
Total Attendance:	Approximately 50 people
Committee Members in Attendance:	
Mark Conway 		Zeke Cohen	

[bookmark: Check4][bookmark: Check2][bookmark: Check3]Bill Synopsis in the file?	|X| YES    |_| NO    |_| N/A
[bookmark: Check5]Attendance sheet in the file?	|_| YES    |_| NO    |_| N/A
[bookmark: Check6]Agency reports read?	|_| YES    |_| NO    |_| N/A
[bookmark: Check7]Hearing televised or audio-digitally recorded?	|X| YES    |_| NO    |_| N/A
[bookmark: Check8]Certification of advertising/posting notices in the file?	|_| YES    |_| NO    |_| N/A
[bookmark: Check9]Evidence of notification to property owners?	|_| YES    |_| NO    |_| N/A
Final vote taken at this hearing?	|_| YES    |X| NO    |_| N/A
Motioned by:	 
Seconded by:	 
Final Vote:	 

Major Speakers
(This is not an attendance record.)
Kevin Jones – Baltimore City Police Department
Stephanie Mavronis – Mayor’s Office of Neighborhood Safety and Engagement
Lisa Gerry – Maryland DJS



Major Issues Discussed
1. Chairman Conway called the hearing to order, introduced the committee members in attendance, and invited the sponsor to make opening remarks.
2. Agencies reported on the bill including:
a. A presentation from BPD
b. A presentation from DJS
3. Chairman Conway opened the floor to questions from the committee.  Topics included:
a. The use of GPS tags to locate stolen cars.
i. BPD welcomes this but Deputy Commissioner Jones noted some concerns about legality.
ii. The use of tags is a part of the Mayor’s plan to address car thefts.
b. Truancy issues in schools.
i. Truancy v chronic absenteeism (defined as absent from 10% of school days)
ii. The way BPD interacts with young people is governed by consent decree.
iii. BPD works with partners such as the Mayor’s Office of African American Male Engagement to provide services and help students get back to school.
iv. Some shops make a profit off absent students shopping in their stores.  Shops are not supposed to sell to students during school hours. Fines are not enough to discourage this.
1. Occasionally there will be too many students in a shop and the owner will call the police.
v. Absent students will occasionally congregate in a central area such as Light and Cross Streets 
c. Addressing issues around dismissal
4. Chairman Conway recessed the meeting.

Further Study
Was further study requested?					|X| Yes    |_| No

If yes, describe. 
1. A plan to address truancy with BCPSS, BPD, & School Police.
2. Data on the overlap between Chronic Absenteeism and crime.
3. Data on reoffending rates for youth receiving services.

Committee Vote:
M. Conway:	
K. Burnett:	
Z. Cohen:	
E. Costello:	
A. Glover:	
P. Porter:	
O. Ramos:	

Tony Leva, Committee Staff			Date:	11-9-2023	
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